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correct the seismic to the actual drilling 
depth, helping to hit a target that's only 
six feet wide." 

The Beautiful Stacked Pays 

Ceja will be acquiring a high
resolution 3-0 seismic program later 
this year to better delineate the reef 
structure. 

"During the initial 3-0 survey we 
were constrained by the line spacing," 
Wickstrom explained. "We have 
developed a good working relationship 
with the park's management and this 
time plan to use closer lines, more 
channels and a bigger system so we 
can image the shallower horizons." 

Each of these special drilling units 
may have six to eight different 
productive horizons. 

"These stacked pays are the beauty 
of the Illinois Basin," he continued. 
"They saved us years ago at the 
Melitus Field, where we drilled deep 
but found shallow pay that held all the 
acreage until we had the technology to 
image the deeper formations." 

The two companies also are looking 
at various ways to capture the field's 
significant associated gas stream to 
fuel the micro-turbines that are being 
installed for energy needs at the 
wellsites. They're also working with the 
local utility on a deal that would provide 
electricity to the park. 

"We can stack these micro-turbines 
side by side and generate 30 kilowatts 
per hour per each micro-turbine," 
Wickstrom said. "This way we can use 
this resource rather than flare the gas." 

Ceja's success in the two deeper 
Silurian reefs could spur renewed 
interest in the hunt for deeper reefs 
throughout the Illinois Basin. O 
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not going to be simple. 'Compromise' is 
not a dirty word." 

Curtiss said he tries to make sure that 
science "is not used as a weapon" in 
different contexts. 

"Good" science vs. "junk" science often 
depends on whose side you're on, he said. 

''The objectivity that we as scientists 
proclaim really doesn't fit into the political 
calculations," he said. 

Science is "rarely the primary 
determination," he said. Impact on 
constituents and a variety of other issues 
must be worked into decisions. 

Watching from the outside, "Scientists 
have a hard time understanding how this 
(certain decisions) could happen," he 
said. 

The cynical view of politics as "messy 
and mean-spirited" usually is not 
warranted, Curtiss said. 

He said it is enlightening to watch 
House members "scrapping on one issue, 
and the next time you see them, they're 
collaborating." 

Curtiss is one of six earth scientists on 
Capitol Hill, he said. Science fellowships in 
all total 39, he said. 

After completing his fellowship, the 31-
year-old Curtiss said he hopes to pursue 
opportunities in the private sector 

"I see this as a broadening experience 
� learning how government operates," he 
said. 

"I'm also helping support earth 
sciences." 

The AGI fellowship ends in August, but 
Curtiss said he may apply for a four-month 
extension. 

"One year on the Hill hardly seems 
enough." 0 
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A2D Technologies is pioneering the petroleum industry's transition from paper 

to digital well log data management. 

Today, A2D continues to develop a Total Solution that is helping geologists and 

industry professionals overcome transitional barriers and cross over to the 

digital world of well log data management and interpretation. 

The combination of A2D's data management services creates a total well log 

solution that is unmatched in the industry. Data acquisition, management, 

conversion services, productivity-enhancing geologic software, and client 

solution services work together to provide a high-end, customized workflow for 

your well log data needs. 
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