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By LEE T. BILLINGSLEY
First, I want to thank the membership

for electing me president effective July 1.
I will try to live up to the trust and
confidence you have shown in me.

By way of introduction, even though I
now have a new title with AAPG, I am
keeping my “day job.” I have worked the
past 28 years as a prospector and
developer of (sometimes-elusive)
hydrocarbons. I am an end-user of many
of the products and services offered by
AAPG.

Since 1998 I have been vice president
of exploration for Abraxas Petroleum
Corp., a San Antonio-based, publicly
traded E&P company. I thank Abraxas for
generously allowing me to serve as
president, and I hope other companies
also will realize the long-term benefits of
professional contribution and allow their
employees to serve AAPG or other
societies.

*   *   *

On behalf of the 2006-07 Executive
Committee (EC), we thank the outgoing
members from the past year:

❐ Pete Rose was a most active and
engaged president. He did not shrink
from any challenge. As committee
members and members-at-large
suggested concerns to Pete, he
addressed those concerns by appointing
committees, consulting the EC and,
finally, gaining EC decisions. He put
much heart and soul into the job to
improve the organization for its members.
Pete, you succeeded.

Pete took me under his tutelage and
prepared me for my upcoming year. I
intend to do the same for our new
president-elect, Will Green. At least Will
may not have to constantly answer the
question, “Did he play baseball?”

❐ Steve Veal served as our
globetrotting vice president. He provided
much needed global perspective, started
a new student initiative (Barrel Award)
and set up our new London office.

❐ Clint Moore, treasurer, initiated a
new budget process and exhibited
greater budget control and reporting than
any treasurer (including myself) in recent
memory. He seemed to enjoy taking care
of the Association’s money.

❐ Don Clarke had one of the busiest
years as chairman of the House of

Delegates (HoD)
and member of EC.
He guided the
legislation creating
the VP/Regions and
VP/Sections through
the HoD. 

*   *   *

Over the past
two years, the EC
has instituted
numerous changes
that have required
the AAPG staff to

adjust their workflow to the new programs
and services. In fairness to our staff, they
need time to “catch their breath.”

Consequently, I see this coming year
as one of execution of AAPG’s existing
plan.

On paper, we have outstanding goods
and services, but we can improve our
execution. Vince Lombardi was a famous
football (not soccer) coach of the Green
Bay Packers in the 1960s. He would not
let his team learn new plays until they
perfected the old ones. Consequently,
their offense was simple, almost
predictable – but they became
champions because they executed the
plays so well.

Not a bad model for us to follow this
coming year.

The broad goals for the EC for this
coming year are:

✓ Guide headquarters staff, including
an operational review of business
directorate.

✓ Review mission statements,
leadership and execution for all
committees. Monitor progress and
redirect, as needed.

✓ Improve and expand services and
products to members by adding
Distinguished Instructor; establishing
committee to solicit E&P Notes for
BULLETIN; increasing educational
offerings; and considering some of the
swell ideas that come from members and
committees. 

✓ Prepare AAPG corporate structure
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Vox populi: AAPG’s leadership wants the members to have a 4
say in a proposed Public Outreach “card” that deals with 
climate change and global warming.

Lee T. Billingsley, vice president of exploration for Abraxas 6
Petroleum in San Antonio, has assumed leadership of the
Association’s Executive Committee as president of AAPG.

Sudden impact? A new center at the University of Texas at 8
Austin is created to bring a science perspective to energy 
and related environmental issues.

Students matter, Part I: A group of geology students from 10
San Diego State head to Indonesia to do some 
high-tech mapping of the East Java Basin.

Students matter, Part II: Several AAPG student chapters, 11
coordinated by the group at the Universitas Gadjah Mada near
Yogyakarta, Indonesia, heroically assist after the devastating 
Java earthquake.

Help wanted? A recent U.S. Geological Survey resource 14
assessment has identified surprisingly large undiscovered 
oil reserves in northern Afghanistan.

Apocalypse … when? Peak oil advocates and distracters 20
continue their debate – and sometimes, the other side is irrelevant.

They can see clearly now – visitors to an important Mexican 26
outcrop, that is – thanks to a restoration-minded team of U.S.
geologists that did some dirty work.
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Billingsley

Execution Tops List
Of Broad Goals

Technical winners have been
announced for the best paper and
poster presentations at April’s AAPG
Annual Convention in Houston.

The winners will receive their awards
at the opening session of the next
annual meeting, set April 1-4 in Long
Beach, Calif.

The winners are:

George S. Matson Award
The best paper award goes to

Steven H. Brachman, with Pogo
Producing in Houston, for “Integration of
3-D Seismic With Geologic Knowledge
Can Detect Non-Amplitude Combination
Traps and Discover New Pay Zones in
the 600 BCF Mature Play, Northern

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana.”
The paper was part of the session on

“Recent Discoveries and Play Openers:
Mature Basins.”

Jules Braunstein Award
The best poster award goes to

George W. Shurr, Thomas Haggar and
Sarah A. Chadima, for “Exploration
Strategies for Ultra-Shallow Microbial
Methane on the Eastern Margin of the
Williston Basin.”

Shurr is with GeoShurr Resources,
Ellsworth, Minn., and Haggar and
Chadima are both with the South Dakota
Geological Survey, Vermillion, S.D.

The poster was part of the session on
“Ultra-Shallow Gas Accumulations.”   ❏

Matson, Braunstein Award Winners
Announced for Houston Meeting

See President, next page 
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Last year, AAPG past president Ray
Thomasson brought a card of “A
Geological View of Climate Change and
Global Warming” to the Public Outreach
Committee with the idea for AAPG to
publish it in large quantities and make it
available to members to give to the
public as an explanation in layman’s
terms explaining AAPG’s climate change
policy.

The card was conceived by
Thomasson and Bill D. Pollard, of Fort
Worth. Additional edits were made by
Lee Gerhard, past president of the AAPG
Division of Environmental Geosciences
and editor of AAPG Studies #47
Geological Perspectives of Global
Climate Change. The audience for the

card was expected to be geologists who
would use it to talk with the non-scientific
public about global climate change,
Thomasson said.

Due to the scientific nature of the
card, the Public Outreach Committee
referred the card to the AAPG Editor
Ernie Mancini for technical review. He
asked the Publications Committee to
assist with this review.

The reviewers made several
recommendations to improve the cards.
The authors revised the cards and
resubmitted them for publication, and the
cards were again sent out for peer
review. The reviews on the revised cards
are mixed.

At a May meeting, the Executive

Committee, chaired by then-president
Peter R. Rose, voted in agreement with a
proposal by the Publications Committee
and Mancini to involve the full
membership in the review process for
this card, to get members’ input on the
card’s content before it is put before the
public, and to ensure that the card’s
content and concept is supported by the
AAPG membership.

AAPG presently has a Position
Statement on Climate Change Policy,
adopted in 1999 during Thomasson’s
AAPG presidency, that states:
“Geologists who study past climate
variations understand that current
climate warming projections fall well
within documented natural variations in

past climate. Therefore, for scientific
reasons, the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists does not support
placing a carbon tax upon fossil energy
sources as a tool to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions, nor do we support
any implementation of the Kyoto Protocol
prior to Senate ratification.”

The card concludes with the
statement, “All of the principal causes of
climate change are beyond the control of
human beings.”

The card is viewable on AAPG’s
Members Only Web site accessible via
www.aapg.org. There also is a
discussion board there for you to give
your thoughts.

The discussion will close Oct. 1.   ❏

Members Can View Climate Card Online

President
from previous page 

for global expansion, including
international offices, as warranted.

✓ Increase ACTIVE membership (see
below).

✓ Increase student awareness of
careers in geosciences, especially in the
energy industry.

✓ Have fun interacting with staff and
members.

*   *   *

Now you know generally what to expect
from your EC leadership. What do we
expect from you the members?

AAPG needs more ACTIVE members.
The following are some actions each of
you can take to be an ACTIVE member:

✓ If you are an Associate member but
qualify for Active status, upgrade your
membership. 

✓ Supplement your membership by
joining one of our divisions: DPA, EMD and
DEG. 

✓ If you are a DPA member, respond to
GEO-DC’s Action Alerts.

✓ Recruit one new AAPG member.
(They can apply online at www.aapg.org.)

✓ Join an AAPG committee and
actively contribute. 

✓ AAPG’s Web site has a list of
committees, their mission statements and
chairpersons. Contact the chair and ask to
be a member.

✓ Plan to attend the Annual Convention
in Long Beach, Calif., next April and/or the
International Conference in Perth,
Australia, this coming November.

✓ Treat yourself to field seminars, short
courses or educational conferences.

✓ Present an oral or poster paper at a
convention; teach a short course; submit a
BULLETIN or Special Publication article;
become an associate editor of the
BULLETIN; or make another technical
contribution.

Petroleum Geologists have a vital role in
supplying the world with one of life’s critical
ingredients, energy. And I firmly believe
that Petroleum Geologists are more
effective when they are ACTIVE members
of a professional association like AAPG. So
please join us.

Till next month,
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2006-07 Executive Committee Seated

Billingsley Takes Helm of AAPG 
Lee T. Billingsley, vice president of

exploration for Abraxas Petroleum Corp.
in San Antonio, on July 1 assumed the
leadership of the Association’s
Executive Committee as president for
2006-07.

Billingsley, a native of Spokane,
Wash., holds a master’s in geology from
Colorado School of Mines and earned
bachelor’s and doctorate degrees from
Texas A&M.

He began his career as an
exploration geologist with Tenneco in
Denver, later joined American Quasar
and was a consultant as he pursued his
doctorate. He then joined Monterrey
Petroleum in San Antonio before forming
Sandia Oil & Gas Corp.

He took the Abraxas post in 1998.
Joining Billingsley on the Executive

Committee is Willard R. “Will” Green, a
Midland, Texas, independent, who
recently was voted president-elect by
the AAPG membership. Green will serve
as president in 2007-08.

Others recently elected to the 
2006-07 Executive Committee are:

❐ Vice president – John C. Dolson,
exploration adviser, TNK-BP, Moscow,
Russia.

❐ Treasurer – Randi Martinsen,
Department of Geology & Geophysics,
University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyo.

Remaining on the committee are:
❐ Secretary – J. Michael Party,

division exploration manager for Wagner
& Brown, Midland, Texas, who is

completing his two-year term.
❐ Editor – Ernest Mancini, of the

University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, who
is serving the third year of a three-year
term.

Also joining the Executive Committee
is Larry Jones, of Spartan Petroleum
Corp. in Houston, who serves as this
year’s chairman of the House of
Delegates.   ❏
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Elevate Your Career
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Variety of Audiences Targeted

Science Center Has Policy Goals
By LOUISE S. DURHAM

EXPLORER Correspondent
Perhaps nothing offers politicians in the

nation’s capitol a better opportunity to
grandstand than rising energy prices,
particularly gasoline.

Political posturing can reach absurd
levels. A price-gouging investigation? A
$100 gasoline rebate? Really?

Clearly, the need to educate and
formulate energy policies based on reality
and science has never been greater – and
another organization is stepping up to the
plate to help make a difference.

The newly established Center for
International Energy and Environmental
Policy (CIEEP) at the University of Texas at
Austin was created to bring a science and
engineering perspective to energy and
related environmental issues. CIEEP will
analyze existing policies, assess areas
where policies are needed and develop
policy options.

First, CIEEP will identify relevant
industry issues that are at the forefront by
going out to those people who have a
vested interest in issues pertaining to
energy and the environment and asking
them to name their priorities. 

“A theme of the center is that we seek
priority topic suggestions from industry
and then in Washington with a couple of
key agencies in the energy business like
Department of Energy and Department of
the Interior,” said Chip Groat, founding
director of CIEEP. “Then we’ll do the same
thing with staffers from a couple of
congressional committees that are in the
energy business.

“Not only will we analyze and develop

policy options,” Groat said, “but an overall
goal for this is to find better ways to
educate people who shape opinions in this
country about energy, including lawmakers
and the media.

“So it’s policy not just for policy’s sake,”
Groat noted, “but for people who spread
the word and take the action.”

Projects to Tackle

Given that Texas is the nation’s largest
producer of oil and natural gas and home
to corporate headquarters of myriad
energy companies, it’s significant that the
CIEEP effort will kick off in Texas with the
private sector.

“They’re the ones that produce the
energy and who often are misunderstood
and misinterpreted,” Groat said. “We want
to be sure those interests are represented
when we formulate studies.

“Following the initial contact with the
appropriate executives from a group of
different sizes of energy industry
companies, a luncheon will be held to
get further input on their thoughts,”
Groat continued. “This will be followed
with a workshop in the fall to flush out

and expand on some of the things we’ve
heard.”

CIEEP has been formulating some
ideas of its own to throw into the mix.

One of the topics being considered
focuses on the resiliency of oil and natural
gas systems with regard to abrupt
interruptions in the supplies of natural gas,
oil and refined products by political action,
terrorism or natural hazards. Such events
could have a catastrophic impact on the
U.S. economy.

This is a particularly timely issue given
that the concern over possible supply
interruptions already has resulted in a
significant “fear premium” tacked onto the
price of crude oil.

(Even so, President Bush recently gave
the order to stop filling the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve as one of the supposed
quick fixes for rising gasoline prices.)

Another topic capturing CIEEP’s interest
is access to federal lands and the OCS.
The focus would be on areas considered
the most prospective for significant new oil
and gas resources rather than the entire
federal domain. The onshore focal point
would be the western United States,
concentrating on oil and gas but including

coal, oil shale and geothermal energy
sources.

“This will be done in the traditional way
of digging out and analyzing information to
see what was proposed to increase
access and what was supposedly
implemented by the Energy Act of 2005,”
Groat said, “and then determine what
actually happened.

“For instance, have permits speeded
up? Have there been fewer environmental
entanglements to slow things down? To the
degree that has happened,” Groat asked,
“have we actually seen increased activity
on federal lands, or are we talking about it
and nothing is happening?”

User-Friendly

This type study at a university has the
added advantage of providing an
opportunity for students going into
government and the private sector to
acquire first-hand experience in
researching a policy issue rather than just
reading about it.

The outcome from the projects that
CIEEP ultimately undertakes will be tailored
to the audience it’s intended to inform.

In other words, there will be no thick
technical reports to languish on someone’s
shelf.

“In some cases, we may create a Web
site or host workshops, or, in some
instances, we may do a briefing on the
Hill,” Groat said. “Or we may go to industry
meetings and present.

“The products from the studies will be
designed to meet the needs of a variety of
audiences.”   ❏
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“It’s policy not just for policy’s
sake, but for people who spread
the word and take the action.”

Groat



depths

PETRA_

visions innovations

that
exceed

all

others.
now.

results

PETRA®
T H E R E  I S  A  D I F F E R E N C E

C O N T O U R I N G

Faulted contours

Isopachs

Volumetrics

Grid operations

New flexing options

C R O S S  S E C T I O N S

New Unassigned Tops

Digital and/or Raster

Geocolumn shading

Stratigraphic/Structural

Shade between crossover

Dipmeter data

M A P P I N G  O P T I O N S

Expanded GIS Functions

Bubble maps

Production charts

Log curves

Posted data

Highlighted Symbols

3 D  V I S U A L I Z A T I O N

Deviated wellbores

Digital logs

Grid surfaces

Tops, Shows and Perfs

Land grid overlay

Map images

D E C L I N E  C U R V E S

Compute EUR, RR, etc.

Hyperbolic or exp.

Rate/Time or Cum P/Z

User defined Econ. Limit

User defined Extrap. Time

PETRA® delivers the industry’s only easy-to-use and affordable integrated solution for today’s work-

flows. It provides multi-user access to large projects through geological, petrophysical and engineering

analysis tools. The PetraSeis™ option extends PETRA® into 2D/3D seismic interpretation with practical

tools such as RasterSeis™. Download a trial version at www.geoplus.com, or call us at 888-738-7265

(Houston: 713-862-9449 / Calgary: 403-264-9523) for more product information.

JULY 2006

9



By BARRY FRIEDMAN
EXPLORER Correspondent

Geologists know that the East Java
Basin in Indonesia is a region affected
by the intersecting Indo-Australian and
Pacific plates that produce complex
faulting and rotation – in short, a good
geological possibility in a country filled
with good geological possibilities.

And where there are geological
possibilities, there is the petroleum
industry. And often academia. And
sometimes students from different lands
simply trying to understand one another
over a dinner of frog leg soup.

Recently, Chevron, under the
auspices of retired geologist and AAPG
member Tom Heidrick, professor Eric
Frost and a team of students from San
Diego State University (SDSU), joined
professors and students from Gadjah
Mada University in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia, to study this region – and
brought with them a fancy new tool in
the search for oil and gas.

It was, more to the point, a search
for the best way to search.

What they discovered in the ground
was almost as important as what they
discovered about each other. 

AAPG member Eric Peterson, who
has a master’s in geology at San Diego
State University and specializes in
bathymetric and Landsat imagery, says
this area in Indonesia was chosen to
perform a preliminary geologic
investigation for Chevron and to give
students from the two countries a
chance to perform thesis work on a
host of projects.

Peterson believes that, specifically,
this central region of Java has not been
extensively studied because of the
apparent lack of hydrocarbons and
difficulty in mapping with extensive
jungle and agricultural cover.

As such, the tool they brought with
them (new software called GeoMapper)
allowed for digital field mapping of
outcrops, picture locations, sample
locations and other geologic
information – replacing, if you will, the
notebook and the ball-point pen.

Accordingly, rock samples, oil
seeps, extensional dike systems,
compressional folds and thousands of
strike/dips were found and documented
using new computer-based mapping.

A Whole New World

Taken as a whole, Indonesia’s future
potential depends on whether you think
its barrel is half full or half empty.

According to the Indonesian
Petroleum Association, as first reported
in the Asia Times, the bad news is the
country already has extracted 75
percent of its proven oil reserves and
existing discoveries will decline by 50
percent over the next 10 years; the
good news is that it is estimated that
nearly 10 billion barrels of proven and
potential oil reserves remain.

Similarly, while Indonesia has nearly
180 trillion cubic feet of proven and
potential gas reserves – one of the
world’s largest natural gas reserves –
most of it is currently exported
unprocessed because of a lack of
refining or distribution capacity to use it
at home.

As much for the discovery of oil and
gas, though, this venture was an
opportunity for students of two vastly
different cultures to work together –
regardless of the tools used.

“It was the farthest any of us had

ever been from home,” Peterson said,
who called Indonesia’s geology
“amazing and very complex.”

“We saw active volcanoes (such as
Merapi, which was erupting at press
time), a mud volcano and the sites

where early man (Homo erectus) had
been excavated by archeologists,” he
said. “We ate food that you would have
a hard time finding in the U.S., such as
durian fruit or a bowl of spicy frog leg
soup. We saw ancient Hindu temples

like Prambanan in Yogyakarta,” now
nearly destroyed by May’s disastrous
earthquake in Central Java. (See
related story, page 11.)  

Another student from SDSU, AAPG
member Jennifer Pérez, said the
experience was more than just
geologic.

“We were part of a team and our
main purpose for being there was to
get a job done, but along the way we
became a family,” Pérez said. “It was a
large cultural shock living and working

JULY 2006
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Java Provides Complex Classroom

See Mapping, page 12

“We were part of a team and our main
purpose for being there was to get a job
done, but along the way we became a family.”



Editor’s note: In the early morning
hours of Saturday, May 27, a 6.3
magnitude earthquake struck about 15
miles offshore Indonesia’s Yogyakarta
region of Central Java, resulting in over
5,700 deaths with more than 36,000
people injured and 600,000 homeless.

The region most seriously affected
by the earthquake lies on the Bantul
plain that lies south of the city of
Yogyakarta, where the Universitas
Gadjah Mada (UGM) is located.

AAPG student chapters, coordinated
by the student chapter at UGM, have
been very active in assisting
earthquake victims. With 55,000
students, UGM is one of Indonesia’s
largest and the UGM chapter has been
active since 2000. They mobilized relief
activities the day following the
earthquake.

This report is by Julianta Panjaitan,
AAPG student chapter president,
written nine days after the devastating
earthquake.

By JULIANTA PANJAITAN
The AAPG student chapters,

coordinated by the student chapter of
UGM, have done as much as possible
within its capacity to help the
earthquake victims since the day
following the earthquake.

Damage Survey 
and Victims Evacuation

Since the day after the earthquake,
the UGM chapter, assisted by
volunteers from other AAPG student
chapters in Indonesia, have been
surveying the locations that were
damaged or destroyed, and sent
student chapter volunteers to the
damage area for distribution of
emergency supplies and assist the
victims, including evacuation.

Coordination posts were established
at Pundong, Bantul and at the
geological field campus in Bayat area,
Klaten.

Geological Research:
Cause of the Earthquake

The geology students and the
members of UGM student chapter also
were entrusted by the Indonesian
Institute of Sciences to research the
cause of the earthquake.

We conducted measurement of
fracture orientation and collected data
to build the Rose Diagram.

The students supplied information to
the public about the phenomenon of
earthquakes for broadcast by Radio
Sonora of Yogyakarta and students
provided site lectures.

We also shared information through
posters and leaflets about earthquake
anticipation.

Emergency Aid Collection,
Distribution

Within one day after the earthquake
the AAPG student chapter members

JULY 2006
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See Student Chapters, page 13

Student
Members
Give Aid

Java Temblor
Devastating

Photos courtesy of Dharmawan Samsu, Indonesian AAPG student chapter oversight committee.

AAPG student chapter volunteers, coordinated by the student chapter at the Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), helped to prepare
and distribute emergency relief supplies to victims of the recent Java earthquake.



in Java for a month, because resources
that we take for granted here in the
United States are not always available in
Java. Washing clothes, making phone
calls, getting something to eat are all
done differently there, and it took some
getting used to.”

As importantly, she said of the
international effort, “we found that while
the concepts of geology are the same,
the way we learn and apply it in different
regions of the world is something we
needed to adapt to.”  

Specifically, Pérez said that there is
“a need for digital field mapping in large
projects.

“However, the existing technology is
somewhat lacking in capability to use
this technology in remote places,” she
said, “especially when you are working
toward a common goal with people who
are not present in the field and who
must also use your data.”

She and Peterson both believe that
being able to share the data digitally is
key.

Peterson says the majority of the
Indonesian students focused on
stratigraphy while he focused on
structure. 

“The students created some beautiful
stratigraphic columns, which helped in
the overall subject of my thesis paper,
which discussed the tectonics and
stratigraphy of the East Java Basin.”

Pérez, too, was impressed by her
Indonesian counterparts.

“The Indonesian students are quick
learners,” she said. “I found that out
when we first got there and our task was
to teach them the software that we had
just learned a few days prior at Berkeley
(California). They picked it up quickly
and did a good job, even though we,
their teachers, were still learning it
ourselves.”  

A Profitable Partnership

It was, by all accounts, one of those
industry-academic ventures that
worked.

“Both Chevron and the students
profited from this collaboration,”
Peterson said. “Chevron received a
basin evaluation for the onshore East
Java Basin, which included
geochemistry, porosity, stratigraphy,
paleontology, geologic maps, fold
analysis, etc. The students got to
experience what a petroleum company
looks for when doing fieldwork.”

The software – used to determine
whether digital mapping was effective
as a tool in the field – worked on
mapping over digital imagery, such as
digital satellite images or digital contour
maps, and plots the map data in the
accurate location using GPS. The
promise is that mapping digitally
produces a clean image that doesn’t
have to be transferred from paper to
computer post-mapping (a clean image
is made by GeoMapper that can be
edited later if needed).

The result, Peterson said, was a more
efficient compilation of data.

The software, or something like it,
may in the future replace the need for
pencils and paper and erasers – but if
the experiences in Indonesia are to be
duplicated, collaboration will still be the
most important tool.

One more thing, Peterson said, will
be the key to future successes:

“Don’t get the computer wet.”   ❏
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New software allowed students from San Diego State University to produce digital field mapping of outcrops and other geologic
information in Indonesia’s East Java Basin (left), where they were joined by Gadjah Mada University students in Yogyakarta (right).



launched an initiative to ask support
for collecting emergency supplies to
help the victims, broadcasting a
request for support via their
yahoogroups e-mail system. This
initiative gained the support of BP
Indonesia’s employee organization,
members and former members of the
UGM AAPG student chapter and other
Indonesian AAPG student chapters.

The student chapter also has
shared its treasury funds and
collected donations from other
sources.

Through cooperation with
Geological Engineering Student
Association from the UGM faculty of
engineering, this initiative gained
further support and funds from
Schlumberger, PT Aneka Tambang,
Tbk., and PT Newmont.

Equally important, this initiative also
has received donation support from
our UGM professors, students and the
corps of alumni of the school’s
geological engineering department.

Instead of giving direct cash
payments, funds were used to procure
fundamental needs that support life,
such as rice, instant noodles, canned
foods, sugar, cooking oil plus other
emergency logistical supplies such as
blankets, tents, sleeping mattresses,
clothes and underwear, etc. The UGM
Student Chapter formed a command
post on campus with a coordinating
team to support the organization of the
procurement and distribution of these
items for the needing quake victims.

The chapter is thankful for the
support given by other student
volunteers. For example, the AAPG
student chapter of the Universitas
Brawijaya sent 11 members, while the
AAPG student chapter of the Institute
Technology Surabaya provided two
members to the relief volunteers.

Dharmawan Samsu, of BP and the
oversight committee adviser of the
Indonesian AAPG student chapters,
also helped the students with donation
audit process and gave support to the
student members.

Final examinations forced a break
in students’ relief activities. We will
resume our activity after the exams
toward the full recovery of Yogyakarta
and the surrounding areas.   ❏
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Hundreds of rice sacks and other necessary support items were organized and prepared for distribution by AAPG student chapter volunteers for the Java temblor victims (left).
UGM student Julianta Panjaitan (center, pointing to map) provided information to a BP team doctor on the earthquake’s fracture orientation (right).

For more information
on this subject, visit
the AAPG Web site.



By PAT BLAKE
EXPLORER Correspondent

A March announcement that the U.S.
Geological Survey had identified
undiscovered oil reserves 18 times the
amount originally thought in a certain
location and three times the amount of
natural gas there likely caused many a
Pavlovian response.

Whetted appetites may have dried a bit
with the realization of the potentially
lucrative site’s location: northern
Afghanistan.

While such a knee-jerk reaction may be
inaccurate, this battle of perception is
central to the Afghan struggle for
reconstruction. The newly formed
government is banking on the work of
USGS geologists as a pivotal leg in its
strategy to reshape its image, attract
investors and thereby resuscitate its
economy.

Geology takes center stage in the
northern reaches of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan where risk, reward and the
creation of a new marketplace all hang in
the balance.

Getting Started

In the fall of 2001 – after the United
States entered Afghanistan and the sting
of 9/11 was still new – the U.S. State
Department approached the USGS,
asking for ideas to revitalize the Afghan
economy. The response would yield one of
the most concentrated efforts of USGS
expertise.

“We proposed the oil and gas
assessment of the north – knowing that
there was potential there – a water project,
a coal assessment and a hazards project,
including landslides and earthquakes,”

recalls Craig Wandrey, USGS project
chief. “Because of the last 20-plus years of
war, the Afghans don’t have a lot of
developed industry of any kind. They have
no real energy infrastructure. They have a
lot of mining operations that have been
going on for hundreds of years, but they
are on a very small scale.

“The idea of doing this assessment
was to help the Afghans define their
resource base,” he said, “and determine
what they had that we could help them
develop into industries.”

Teaming with Afghan’s Ministry of
Mines and Industry, the crew recruited
Afghanis who were adept in oil and gas
assessment, including geologists,
geophysicists, geochemists and
petroleum engineers. Although skilled with
a solid foundation in the geosciences, the
mostly Russian-schooled scientists had

suffered a long break in training during
more than two decades of war.

The assessment process itself would
go a long way in advancing the Afghan
knowledge of contemporary geological
practices.

First Findings

This new look at undiscovered oil
reserves began with a base of seismic
data and detailed geologic information
gathered by the Afghanis during Russian
occupation. The Afghan-USGS team took
the exploration two steps further by
surveying the sub-basin of the Amu Darya
Basin and the Afghan-Tajik Basin, areas
that had never before been assessed.

Samples of oil and core from northern
neighbor Tajikistan broaden the geological
scope.

The geologic elements amassed,
according to the USGS assessment
report, include “source-rock presence,
maturation, petroleum generation and
migration; distribution and quality of
reservoir rocks; and character of traps and
time of formation with respect to petroleum
migration.”

A greatly improved ability to analyze
source rock gave the team a more
accurate picture of the petroleum system
than what was imagined a generation ago.

“Though the Russians and Afghans
recognized source rocks, there was very
little work done with the source rocks in the
’70s and ’80s in that part of the world,”
Wandrey explained. “We collected a lot of
oil and gas samples and source rock
samples and were able to analyze them
here at our labs using the latest
techniques. That gave us a better handle
on what the rocks were, particularly in the
Afghan-Tajik Basin.”

Using data collected over a two-year
period, the assessment team identified
four petroleum systems:

✓ Accumulations of undiscovered
natural gas were pinpointed in Upper
Jurassic carbonate and reef reservoirs.

✓ Potential crude oil in Cretaceous to
Paleogene carbonate reservoir rocks was
estimated in the Afghan-Tajik Basin.

✓ Undiscovered petroleum in the
region was estimated at 1.6 billion barrels;
approximately 15.6 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas; and 562 million barrels of
natural gas liquids.

These levels may pale in comparison to
Saudi Arabia’s quarter of a trillion barrels
of oil reserves and the Russian swells of
proven natural gas. But for Afghanistan,
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Geology Might Reshape Economic Landscape

Afghan Study Boosts Resource View

See Afghanistan, page 18

Work in Afghanistan for the USGS geologists often meant checking the operations at remote gas wells (left), and experiencing the local culture (right).

Photos courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey

U.S. Geological Survey geologists got some help from “our Afghan friends” when they visited the country to determine its resource potential – and even the horses were happy.

Satellite image of northern Afghanistan showing the Amu Darya and Afghan-Tajik
basins, as well as the Amu Darya Jurassic-Cretaceous (115401), Kalaimor-Kaisar
Jurassic (115402), Afghan-Tajik Jurassic (115601) and Afghan-Tajik Paleogene
(115602) total petroleum systems. (National Geospatial Intelligence Agency)



JULY 2006

15



By LOUISE S. DURHAM
EXPLORER Correspondent

Geology 101 teaches that the past is
the key to the present.

This premise, however, depends on
accurate interpretation of the past.

Accuracy becomes particularly
important in paleoclimate analysis, which
can be highly challenging because
stratigraphy doesn’t always record the
complete story.

Geologists historically have visited the
outcrops making interpretations based
on certain types of paleoclimate
indicators, e.g., evaporites. Error is
introduced when the climate being
interpreted is assumed to apply for
longer periods of time or to a broader
area than it actually does.

Furthermore, merely keying in on
certain paleoclimate markers fails to
provide a picture of the complete suite of
climate variability actually occurring.

Indeed, relying on the geographic
occurrence of a single climate indicator
in a certain area as evidence of past
climate is rife with spatial and temporal
generalizations. 

“Geologic interpretations of past
climate commonly do not occur at the
time scale that climate actually varies,”
said Martin Perlmutter, team leader of
reservoir and seal prediction at Chevron.
“This problem causes our interpretations
of paleoclimates to be averaged at best
and misleading at worst. Subsequent
calibration of quantitative paleoclimate
models to these interpretations wouldn’t
be very useful.

“It’s like claiming the only thing you
need to know about Houston weather is
that the average temperature is 68
degrees and the humidity is 77 percent,”
Perlmutter said. “All past periods have
had highly varying climates that don’t
always leave the most easily
interpretable patterns.

“Many people think the mid-
Cretaceous, because of the high CO2 ,
was supposed to be less variable and
more equable,” Perlmutter said, “and,
indeed, it was a lot milder.

“But when you look at the range of
paleoclimate indicators and run climate
models at the right temporal scale, it had
the same amount of variability as today,”
he noted. “There were regions that varied
from rainforests to deserts, and likely
polar regions with annual snowfalls at
certain points in the climate cycle.”

Eccentric Orbits

In fact, Perlmutter has a presentation
planned for the upcoming AAPG meeting
in Perth that will show:

✓ How large the variability was for the
Cretaceous and the Permian periods.

✓ What this means for those who are
modeling and interpreting climate.

✓ How this information is useful for
predicting reservoirs and source rock
potential.

Most paleoclimate analyses are
resolved only for mean annual conditions
at no less than the scale of eccentricity.
Eccentricity causes the orbit of the earth
around the sun to periodically vary from
elliptical to almost circular with
periodicities of about 100,000 years and
400,000 years.

However, the greatest changes in
insolation – the amount of solar radiation
reaching the earth – occur seasonally at
the scale of precession, which has
approximately 20,000-year cycles. These
precession cycles can cause Northern
and Southern hemisphere insolation to

be about 10,000 years out of phase.
“Hot summers and cold winters in one

hemisphere correspond to mild summers
and mild winters in the other,” Perlmutter
noted. “The pattern reverses itself over a
precession cycle so that similar climatic
successions in the opposite hemisphere,

and their associated sediment yield
cycles, will be 10,000 years out of phase
as well.”

Until the Plio-Pleistocene, glaciation
was unipolar and precession-scale
eustasy tended to track the insolation
cycle of the glaciated hemisphere,

according to Perlmutter. As a result,
similar climatic successions in opposite
hemispheres would have had sediment
yield cycles with markedly different
phase relationships to glacioeustasy.

Large polar glaciers have long been
recognized as the cause of cyclic, global
sea level fluctuations. But the occurrence
of glaciers through time, particularly
short-lived ones, may well have been
underestimated.

Direct evidence, such as moraines
and striations, may have been eroded or
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Paleo Markers Can Be Deceiving
Martin Perlmutter will present the paper “High Frequency Paleoclimate Analysis:

Impact on Climate Research and Exploration Strategy” at 2:50 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 6, during the AAPG International Conference and Exhibition in Perth,
Australia.

Perlmutter’s paper is part of the session on “Paleoclimates: Is the Past the Key
to the Future?”

His co-author is Thomas Moore, with PaleoTerra, Bollingbrook, Ill.

continued on next page



reworked through time or even
amalgamated by later, larger glacial
events. Also, stratigraphy doesn’t always
clearly yield information on small, rapid
sea level changes.

Preservation Bias

When it comes to paleoclimate
interpretation, preservation bias caused
by the climate cycle itself plays a key
role.

For example, some locales are
exceedingly wet and then very dry. The
question becomes one of whether it is
more wet or more dry.

“The Sahara desert may be a good
example of preservation bias,” Perlmutter
said. “Ten thousand years ago, the
Northern Hemisphere summertime was
warmer than present with a lot more
rainfall. 

“The active Niger River drainage area
was bigger, and there were a lot of lakes
in the areas we consider a desert today,”
he noted. “Now, because it’s so dry,
active dune fields have eroded most of
the lake beds.

“In another few thousand years, there
may be few or no lake beds preserved at
all,” Perlmutter said. “So, if a geologist
comes along in three million years and
observes the remaining paleoclimate
indicators, the interpretation is likely to be
that the Sahara region was dry all the time
when, in fact, the significant wet period
just wasn’t preserved.

“Calibrating a climate model to the
geologic record has to be done with the
right perspective,” Perlmutter added. “If
it’s done based on misinterpretation of the
past because of what hasn’t been
preserved in that location, then you’ll get
a climate model that’s not useful for
hindcasts or forecasts.”

In the oil industry, climate information
can be useful to predict distribution of
sand deposits for potential reservoirs. 

“If we destabilize climate in a big way
with alternating wet and arid cycles, the
dune fields that are created at one point
in the cycle get flushed out during the
rainier part of the cycle,” Perlmutter said.
“Basically, you get the sand coming out in
a big pulse, and it’s more concentrated.
It’s not distributed through the
stratigraphic record but focused in one or
two particular units.

“That’s what we’re trying to look for,” he
added, “some of these major climate
changes that switch back and forth and
pump sand out.”

This must then be referenced back to
the sea level phase, i.e., whether the
sand was pumped out at high stand or
low stand. Perlmutter noted there are
different potential reservoir locations
depending on the phase relationships of
the sediment and sea level.   ❏
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Annual average does not always tell the present climate story, as shown in this example; some regions have large differences in seasonal rainfall – a factor often overlooked.



which trucks in diesel from Pakistan to fuel
generators that deliver part-time electricity
to only 6 percent of the population, the find
is nothing short of a boon.

To Secure an Economy

A large donor community is aiding the
Afghan government in taking giant steps
forward in reconstruction.

In the petroleum sector, the Asian
Development Bank is rehabilitating a few
existing wells with the intent of drilling and
increasing the current production levels.
The potential identified by the
Afghan/USGS team may come online
within two to five years for oil and twice as
long for the natural gas.

“The oil play is relatively shallow and

undeveloped in Afghanistan, (and) slightly
developed in Tajikistan,” Wandrey said. “It
is economically easier to develop that
shallow oil resource because it requires
less of an infrastructure. It still requires
seismic and drilling to prove out the plays,
but it is something that can develop in the
nearer term, perhaps than gas.

“For deeper resources and the gas, it
might extend out to 10 years,” he added.
“They need new pipelines. They need a
new gas plant. Presently the gas primarily
supplies a 28-megawatt power plant near
Mazar-i-Sharif, and a fertilizer plant. There
domestic supply is somewhat limited. But
there is certainly an opportunity to provide
power for other industry in much larger
power plants.”

Although the brunt of fighting is
confined to the southern part of the
country, security remains a prime concern
in the north as well. The country is still in
the process of removing landmines at the
same time it is striving to better its police

force and its army. 
“Many questions still arise regarding

potential setbacks in the political
development of Afghanistan, and business
risk assessments still have to include
major security issues,” according to the
Afghanistan Investment Support Agency
Web site.

“However, little doubt remains today
that regional integration can be fully
developed over the next 10 to 15 years,” it
continues. “In fact, the dramatically rising
international demand for natural resources
and its expected benefits for the region’s
economies are its main drivers.”

The need for improved security and
lack of infrastructure has not held back the
economy, which is growing by more than
100 percent per year. 

“The first year I went there, the streets
were pretty deserted,” recalled Wandrey,
who has made the trip to Afghanistan five
times since 2002. “Our Afghan friends
talked about how important security was

for the people who had basically gone
back to their villages.

“The security that was provided by the
United States and other international
security forces went a tremendous
distance toward reinvigorating the
economy,” he said. “Now when we go to
Mazar, the streets are packed. There are
shops everyplace. Business is booming
for them and things are certainly
improving.”

The transformation in the people of
Afghanistan is a reminder that this is not
only a project of economy but one for
humanity as well.

“You see signs of change everywhere.
Children are laughing and playing on the
streets; men are playing sports. None of
this was allowed under the Taliban,”
Suleman Fatimie, vice-president of the
Afghanistan Investment Support Agency,
recently reported to fDi Magazine. “The
fact that we have this working, functioning
office, the fact that we’re talking about
economic development rather than war –
that is enormous progress.” 

Putting It Together

The economic promise for an Afghan
future lies in hydrocarbon development,
exports and investment from the foreign
and private sectors, according to a
development plan unveiled in London last
year.

The environment for hydrocarbon
exploration was greatly enhanced in
December when a “hydrocarbons law”
was approved by the Afghan cabinet. The
World Bank helped draft the regulation that
gives the Afghan government full
ownership of oil and gas wells, but allows
foreign investment in exploration through
shared-production agreements. A similar
“Minerals Law” was approved in July
2005.

The World Bank furthered the Afghan
cause by commissioning a study by
Gustavson & Associates to update the
reserve estimates in the country’s major
discovered fields in the north.

“There is a lot of potential in the deeper
Jurassic reservoirs. These are carbonate
reservoirs, and some of them are quite
significant,” says Ed Moritz, executive vice
president of Gustavson & Associates. 

“The biggest hurdle is trying to find a
market for the gas primarily,” he said.
“We’re talking about a fairly impoverished
country, and you’re going to have to have
significant investments to bring this gas
onstream.

“The key question is, ‘What are you
going to do with the gas in terms of use?
Are you going to generate it for electricity,
are you just going to use it for local energy
consumption or for certain industrial
purposes?’

“If you can come up with some good
solutions for the use of the gas,” he said,
“then I think everything else will fall into
place.”

Putting all the pieces in place is the
mission of the Afghanistan Investment
Support Agency and its “one stop shop for
investors.” The process to register a
business to operate in Afghanistan is
streamlined and straightforward via the
online agency (www.aisa.org.af). 

“We are inviting the private sector to
join the government to explore and extract
resources, both for domestic use as well
as for international sale,” says Ashraf
Haidari, first secretary for the Afghanistan
Embassy in Washington, D.C. “We have a
mineral’s law, an improved legal
environment and a one-stop shop for
investors. The environment is right and the
government is very receptive. 

“Without the private sector, we would
be unable to exploit those resources. We
neither have the human resources nor the
technical capacity. All we know is that we
have those resources and we need the
private sector – especially the energy
sector – to come and help us exploit it.”  ❏
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Message Becomes Muddled

Peak Oil Doesn’t Mean No Oil
By DAVID BROWN

EXPLORER Correspondent
Some people who believe in Peak Oil

look very worried. 
They say that society, governments,

nations have to act today to avoid an
economic disaster in the future. 

But they have a problem. 
How do you sound an alarm without

sounding alarming? 
“I don’t think you can,” said Robert L.

Hirsch, senior energy program adviser
for Science Applications International
Corporation (SAIC) in Arlington, Va.

“You can’t have an alarm that’s full of
qualifiers,” he noted. 

Peak Oil theory says the world’s
conventional oil production will reach a
maximum limit and then begin declining
steadily. 

Believers put that peak in production
anywhere from one year to 25 years
away. 

A few think the peak might have
happened already. 

Many are now worried about rapidly
rising oil demand that threatens to outrun
oil supply, about political constraints on
oil production in addition to physical
constraints. 

They worry about a past lack of
attention at the national level.

“We’ve been stuck on stupid for 30
years when it comes to energy policy,”
said Randy Udall, director of the
Community Office for Resource
Efficiency in Aspen, Colo.

Almost every Peak Oil believer
expects a painful transition for society

when oil abundance disappears. 
Just how painful is open to debate. 
You could have an apocalypse later. 
Or, you can have ...

Apocalypse Now

Several leading proponents of Peak
Oil appear in the 2004 documentary The
End of Suburbia, a film that was shown
to AAPG Foundation Trustee Associates
at the group’s meeting last fall.

In it they discuss the ramifications
and likely aftermath of a peak in world oil
production.

The documentary also touches on the
end of long-distance trucking and the
highway system, a permanent economic
depression, severe food shortages and
the destruction of suburban home values
– in general, on topics that make the
Bible’s Book of Revelation seem way too
optimistic. 

Stephen B. Andrews is a Denver
energy consultant and co-founder of the
Association for the Study of Peak Oil and
Gas-USA.

Andrews appears briefly in The End
of Suburbia, and he concurred that the
documentary is alarmist in tone.

“I’m much less certain than a lot of
people about what the economic
impacts and the social impacts (of Peak
Oil) will be,” he said.

He expects a world production peak
within 10 years, but not a sharp decline
immediately afterward.

“In scenario planning, I really think
you have to pick a certain date. I pick
2015. There’s nothing certain about that,
except the date. We’re going to get
there,” Andrews said.

“In the world of Peak Oil
prognosticators, that would put me in the
middle of the road. A number of people
believe we already have peaked. I don’t
believe that’s true,” he added.

For the public, the idea of Peak Oil
has become muddled with the alarmist
belief that the world is running out of oil. 

“The way to talk about Peak Oil
without sounding alarming is to say that
we’re not running out,” Udall observed.

“At the moment you get to Peak Oil

you have a bigger (producing) resource
than you’ve ever had, and more than
you’ll ever have in the future.

That’s why it’s a peak,” he said.
Peak Oil doesn’t have to cause

catastrophic consequences, in that view.
“It isn’t a question of running out. It’s a

question of oil prices being more volatile
and trending up over time,” Udall noted.

Breaking Away, Starting Over

Hirsch served as project lead for the
2005 SAIC report “Peaking of World Oil
Production: Impacts, Mitigation and Risk
Management,” prepared for the U.S.
Department of Energy’s National Energy
Technology Laboratory.

That evaluation has become known
as “the Hirsch Report,” and it presents
Peak Oil as a risk-management problem
– but one without an easy solution.

Take the challenge of increased fuel
efficiency, Hirsch said.

“The vehicle fleets in the United
States and the rest of the world are very
large,” he explained. “It takes a long
time to make a dramatic difference.”

Modernizing the rail system and
converting locomotives from diesel to
electric power would require a huge
build-up in electric generation, a
massive amount of capital and many
years of effort, Hirsch noted.

“Ultimately I think that’s a good idea
and it’s one way to go, but the
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Peak Oil doesn’t have to cause
catastrophic consequences: “... It isn’t a
question of running out. It’s a question of
oil prices being more volatile and trending
up over time.”
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magnitude of the timescale involved is
enormous,” he said.

Problems like that trouble Hirsch,
because he thinks serious mitigation
efforts should start at least 20 years
before Peak Oil occurs. That would
lessen the most serious effects of
declining production.

If mitigation begins 10 years before
Peak Oil, there would be 10 years of
world energy problems.

Without mitigation, serious energy
problems – if not a world energy crisis –
would persist for 20 years or more. 

“If you’re in a decline situation and
you have increasing demand around the
world ... what you’re going to have is oil
prices increasing, and the $3 (per gallon
gasoline) complaints are going to be
much worse, because you’re talking
about $6 gasoline or $8 gasoline,”
Hirsch said.

At higher price levels, governments
will be tempted to intervene with price
controls, ultimately dampening gasoline
production, he added.

“Then you’ll have $6 a gallon
gasoline. But you won’t be able to get
any,” he said.

Hirsch acknowledged the conundrum
in calling for mitigation 20 years before a
Peak Oil event no one can predict with
certainty.

“The best thing to do is to recognize
that we have a very serious problem,” he
said, “and it’s better to err on the side of
doing things too early rather than too
late.”

All That Jazz

Recently, Peak Oil proponents have
broadened their focus beyond the
world’s oil supply. Escalating oil demand

could cause near-term disruptions and
make the peaking effects much worse,
they say.

They also view geopolitics as a
serious and growing threat to world oil
production.

“I think the other half of the drivers –
the non-geologic-limit drivers – are right
now more significant in many regards,”
Andrews said.

He noted that many oil-producing
countries have problematic politics, in
Latin America, Africa, Russia, Asia and
the Middle East.

“When you look at the fact that they
have the oil and they hold the keys to
determining how much and how fast oil
will be produced in the future, it really
isn’t that hard to say we could be hitting
a peak in production in the timeframe
I’ve suggested,” he said.

Udall sees more bad news that’s
good for unconventional energy
resources.

“The good news on the
unconventionals is that most of them are
in the Western Hemisphere. But there
are problems with unconventionals. They
are never going to come onstream in a
fast way. And they are very expensive,”
he said.

He called the expense of developing
Canada’s tar sands “mind-boggling” and
referred to oil shale as “the world’s worst
fossil fuel.” The problem with Venezuela’s
heavy oil resource is that it happens to
be in Venezuela, he said.

To Udall, Peak Oil is a reality waiting
to happen – anyone should be able to
do the math of production declines and
oil replacement rates.

“It’s just arithmetic now,” he said.
So he’s puzzled that the oil industry

hasn’t shown more interest in Peak Oil.
“It’s interesting to me that among the

petroleum community there’s so much
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Debate over Peak Oil focuses on if
and when a peak in world oil
production will happen.

You could ask another relevant
question: At what level might Peak Oil
occur?

Peak Oil proponents have started
drawing lines for projected maximum
output.

A favorite limit is around 90 million
barrels per day.

“It’s going to be really tough for
world production to go above 90
million, 92 million barrels a day,” said
Randy Udall, head of a community
energy agency in Colorado.

Others project a maximum close to
100 million barrels a day.

According to the U.S. Department

of Energy, world oil production totaled
79.65 million barrels/day in 2003,
about 82.09 million in 2004 and an
estimated 84.01 million in 2005.

In addition to crude oil, those
numbers include natural gas plant
liquids, other liquids and refinery
processing gain. 

The DOE’s Energy Information
Administration issues an annual
projection of world production. A new
one is due in July.

Its most recent projection puts
world oil production between 115.5
million and 135.2 million barrels per
day in 2025.

The message from EIA:
No near-term peak in sight.

– DAVID BROWN
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resistance to this idea that depletion is a
daily foe,” Udall said.

“Petroleum geologists deal with
depletion every day. That’s job one,” he
noted.

The China Syndrome

As one indication of future energy

trends, Hirsch observed that China
expects world Peak Oil to occur in 2012.

And what are the Chinese doing?
“They’re out paying top dollar for oil

reserves and production and pipelines
around the world,” he said.

Some people expect market forces to
smooth over the economic effects of
Peak Oil. Energy starts costing more,
people start using less energy, where’s
the worry?

“Anybody who says that hasn’t really
thought about the problem,” Hirsch said.
“Nobody has looked at an abrupt, forced
change. We’re talking about something
that has never happened before.”

Hirsch studied several countries
where oil production is already in
decline. He thinks a sharp peak followed
by a serious world oil production drop-
off could be possible. 

“In many of those cases, the declines
were sharp to very sharp,” he said.
“Think of the North Sea, for instance.”

To get their message across, Peak Oil
proponents have started spreading
more information and less alarm.

“If you get the ‘running out’ idea off
the table, you can say that global oil
production has been increasing for 150
years. How much longer can that
continue to happen?” Udall asked.

For Hirsch, the real challenge lies in
generating public attention and public
action. 

“Along comes this thing that feels like
an abstraction,” he said. “How do you
elevate that to a priority?”

False predictions of Peak Oil in the
past make that task even more difficult. 

“We thought oil production was going
to peak several times before, so that
now we’re somewhat conditioned by
false alarms,” Hirsch commented.

“It’s like the boy who cried ‘Wolf!’” he
said, recalling what happened at the
end of that story:

“The wolf finally came.”   ❏
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The AAPG Executive Committee
voted 6-1 to accept a report by the ad
hoc Headquarters Location Committee
recommending the AAPG administrative
center remain in Tulsa.

The committee, consisting of past
president Marlan Downey, chair; past
AAPG deputy executive director Don
O’Nesky; and Doug Ratcliff, concluded:

✓ Relocation of the head office from
Tulsa would involve major expense at
the time of relocation and significant
increases in yearly operating costs.

✓ Relocation would be a major
financial blow to the AAPG Foundation
and would lessen funds available to
support the Association’s mission.

✓ Relocation of the Tulsa office
would not appear to offer any significant
improvements to member services.

✓ Membership services are
becoming more “virtual,” and
improvements require new equipment

and processes, not location change.
Focusing on costs and financial

benefits of various courses of action,

the committee
included expense
comparisons,
forecasted
personnel and
pension costs and
considered
AAPG’s financial
standing as well
as the financial
impact on the
AAPG Foundation,
which owns
buildings where
the Association is
housed and also
funds various
AAPG activities.

Sister societies’
activities and

demographics also were explored, as
well as their approach to satellite
offices.

The committee also studied opening
of offices outside the United States,
noting “there appears to be substantial
benefits to AAPG opening international
offices, but it most likely will require a
re-organization of AAPG that will involve
the House of Delegates.”

The report also said there are
legalities that must be attended to in
opening international offices – stating
“AAPG cannot go to a foreign country,
take out a checkbook, rent a building,
hire staff and begin operations in a
foreign country” – and provided a due
diligence checklist of considerations.

The committee was formed in
December by then-president Peter R.
Rose, who wrote “the Executive
Committee frequently has been asked
about relocating the Tulsa HQ, usually
to Houston,” and that “in light of the
current global energy transition”
needed to be addressed.   ❏

HQ Location Report Accepted

Peak Oil?
from previous page 

AAPG headquarters, Tulsa, Okla.
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By LOUISE S. DURHAM
EXPLORER Correspondent

If you’ve never had a close-up
encounter with a deepwater turbidite,
perhaps it’s time.

In fact, you may be surprised at the
ready accessibility of some really fine
outcrops of these type of rocks.

They’re in northeastern Mexico, just a
quick hop from Houston via plane, followed
by a four-hour drive that traverses about
150 miles.

Yes, it’s slow going on not-so-good
roads, but look at it this way: At 35 mph,
you can kick back and enjoy the scenery –
and the final destination is rewarding
indeed.

“Many companies are interested in the
outcrops, which show spectacular
slumping and debrites (debris flows) in
thin-bedded turbidite sequences,” said
consulting geologist Steve Cossey, an
AAPG member who specializes in
deepwater sediments. “In fact, the best
outcrops in that area of Mexico are mainly
slumped, thin-bedded turbidites.” 

Why does this matter?
One reason is that the Paleocene-

Eocene Chicontepec formation exposed in
the road cuts is partially equivalent to the
deepwater Wilcox exploration going on in
the Gulf of Mexico, according to Cossey.
He noted the Chicontepec holds some of
Mexico’s largest oil reserves – perhaps as
much as 12 billion barrels – and more than
40 fields currently produce from it.

“There are some huge fields located
just a three-hour drive south of the
outcrops,” Cossey said. “And there are a

few wells producing maybe 30 miles
away.”

Exposing the Exposures

Cossey, president of Cossey and
Associates Inc. in Durango, Colo., first
became excited about the outcrop area
after seeing some impressive photos of the
exposures included in a thesis by Mark
Bitter, another AAPG member who worked
the area in 1984 while earning his master’s
degree at the University of Kansas. One of
the thesis outcrop photos graced the cover
of the October 1996 AAPG BULLETIN.

During Cossey’s initial trip to this part of
Mexico in 2004, he was joined by Bitter,
now with Marathon Oil, to scout out the
latter’s old field locations.

Today, Cossey leads field trips to
the area to accommodate geologists,
geophysicists and engineers who are
dealing with slumped reservoirs or
thin-bedded reservoirs. As many as 16
outcrops are on a typical itinerary.

His most recent field trip in May of
this year was undertaken for a
Norwegian company and included
participants from Houston as well as
Norway, an apt testimony to just how far
some folks will travel for this experience.

An earlier trip hosted a corporate
group from Australia.

To add to the area’s lure, some of the
rock exposures are getting a facelift of
sorts.

“Some of the best outcrops from

JULY 2006

Some Getting ‘Spruced Up’

Turbidite Outcrops Get Attention
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See Outcrops, page 28

The cover of the
October 1996
BULLETIN showed an
impressive and
important nine-meter
high outcrop near
Huejutla, Hidalgo,
Mexico, but recently
the area has become
overgrown with native
flora – overgrown, that
is, until a team led by
a Colorado geologist
decided to clean and
restore the area.

Photos courtesy of Steve Cossey
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Mark’s thesis are somewhat overgrown,”
Cossey noted. “After several trips down
there and getting to know the locals, I
realized that for a reasonable cost I could
get a team of ‘campesinos’ (workers who
specialize in clearing the highly vegetated
countryside) with machetes and other
basic equipment to clean and restore the
outcrops to their former glory.

“The first step is to get the machetes
and chop, and then shovel the debris
that’s fallen down the road cut over the
years,” Cossey said. “We’ll get the
vegetation off first and then see if we can
scrape back with shovels and get the
surface weathering off the outcrops. Some
outcrops are so overgrown it would be
years before weed killer would take
effect.”

Parking areas will be created near the
exposures so trip participants can avoid
the potential hazards of standing in the
road.

The project is moving swiftly, with one
outcrop already rejuvenated and another
about one-half completed as of the end of
May. Several other roadside outcrops
have been identified for “restoration” and
will be worked on in the coming months.

Fringe Benefits

It is noteworthy that the effort overall is
about more than geology per se.

The focus area is a relatively poor
locale, which is off the beaten path
southwest of Tampico. It’s a mix of
Mexican and Indian culture and home to
the Huasteca Indians, many of whom
speak only their native Náhuatl language.

Cossey envisions that sprucing up the
outcrops might be a way to promote geo-
tourism in combination with the cultural
experience of the Huasteca Indians.
Visiting groups of geologists would
provide valuable tourist income to help the
local economy.

The local leaders clearly are pleased
already.

The mayor of the town of Atlapexco,
Ing. Joel Nochebuena Hernández, turned
out with other dignitaries for a ceremony at
the one already-completed outcrop.
Cossey and his assistant, Juan Ampacun
Robledo from the Tampico Tourist Board,
handed out certificates of appreciation to
the mayor, assistant mayor and other
officials whose approval was key to
implementing a project of this kind in rural
Mexico.

Following the event, a Huasteca
regional newspaper included an article
about the project and the ceremony.   ❏
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Outcrops
from page 26

The outcrop site before clean-up crews arrived (left), and after. The Paleocene-Eocene Chicontepec formation exposed in the road cuts is partially equivalent to the deepwater
Wilcox exploration going on in the Gulf of Mexico. The Chicontepec holds some of Mexico’s largest oil reserves – perhaps as much as 12 billion barrels.
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(The Geophysical Corner is a regular
column in the EXPLORER, edited by
Bob A. Hardage, senior research
scientist at the Bureau of Economic
Geology, the University of Texas at
Austin. This month’s column is titled
“High Resolution P-P Imaging of
Deepwater Near-Seafloor Geology.”)

By BOB A. HARDAGE
and PAUL E. MURRAY

Multicomponent seismic data have
unique value for studying near-seafloor
geology in deepwater environments.
When properly processed, P-P
(compressional) and P-SV (converted-
shear) images made from 4-C seismic
data acquired in deep water with
seafloor sensors show near-seafloor
geology with amazing detail.

This article is the first of two that
describe how improved imaging of near-
seafloor, deepwater strata can be
achieved with conventional
multicomponent seismic data.

This article focuses on P-P imaging;
next month’s article will focus on P-SV
imaging.

*   *   *

In deepwater multicomponent
seismic data acquisition, there is a large
elevation difference between source
stations (an air gun at the sea surface)
and receiver stations on the seafloor.

Conventional processing of
deepwater 4-C seismic data involves a
wave-equation datuming step that
transforms the data to a domain in which
sources and receivers are on the same
depth plane. This step effectively
removes the water layer and allows the
data to be processed as if the source
was on the seafloor.

This adjustment of source-receiver
geometry also allows deepwater
multicomponent data to be processed
with software already developed for
shallow-water environments where
marine multicomponent data acquisition
technology was originally developed
and applied.

An example of a good-quality,
deepwater P-P image of near-seafloor
geology made with this wave-equation
datuming approach is shown as figure
1a. This image shows local geology
associated with a fluid-gas expulsion
chimney that extends to the seafloor.

If a person wishes to study near-
seafloor strata, a new approach to P-P
imaging of deepwater multicomponent
seismic data is to not eliminate the large
elevation difference between sources
and receivers but to take advantage of
that elevation difference.

The objective is to process
deepwater multicomponent data similar
to the way vertical seismic profile (VSP)
data are processed, because VSP data
acquisition also involves large elevation
differences between sources and
receivers (figure 2).

Users of VSP technology know VSP
data provide high-resolution images of
geology near downhole receiver
stations. That same logic leads to the
conclusion that deep-water
multicomponent seismic data processed
with VSP-style techniques should yield
higher resolution images of geology
near deep seafloor receivers.

The P-P processing illustrated here
can be done with either 2-C or 4-C

seafloor sensors. The fundamental
requirement is to acquire data with a
sensor having a hydrophone and a
vertical geophone.

The seafloor hydrophone response
(P) and the seafloor vertical-geophone
response (Z) are combined to create
downgoing (D) and upgoing (U) P-P
wavefields as:

D=P+Z/cos(°)
U=P–Z/cos(°)

“°” defines the incident angle at
which the downgoing compressional
wave arrives at the seafloor. Once this

wavefield separation is done, deepwater
multicomponent seismic data are
defined in terms of downgoing and
upgoing wavefields, just as are VSP
data.

Having access to downgoing (D) and
upgoing (U) wavefields means sub-
seafloor reflectivity can be determined
by taking the ratio U/D. This reflectivity
wavefield is then segregated into
stacking corridors, and data inside
these corridors are summed to create
image traces just like VSP data have
been processed for the past 20-plus
years.

Figure 1b shows a P-P image made

with this technique using the same
deep-water data displayed in figure 1a.
The improvement in resolution is
obvious.

*   *   *

Applying this VSP-style imaging
technique to deepwater multicomponent
seismic data is proving to be invaluable
for gas hydrate studies, geomechanical
evaluations of deepwater seafloors and
other applications where it is critical to
image near-seafloor geology with
optimal resolution.

Every seismic data-processing
technique, however, has constraints and
pitfalls. Two principal constraints of the
technology described here are:

✓ There has to be a significant
difference between the elevations of
sources and receivers. The technique is
not appropriate for multicomponent
seismic data acquired in shallow water.

✓ The improvement in image
resolution over that of production
processing of marine multicomponent
seismic data diminishes as the image
space extends farther (deeper) from the
receivers. At significant sub-seafloor
depths, production-style, wave-
equation-datuming-based, P-P imaging
(figure 1a) is equivalent or superior to
the VSP-style imaging described here. 

*   *   *

Information about this technology is
available at
www.beg.utexas.edu/indassoc/egl/.

WesternGeco provided the seismic
data used in this research. Research
funding was provided by Minerals
Management Service (Contract
0105CT39388) and DOE/NETL (Program
DE-PS26-05NT42405).

(Editor’s note: Hardage and Murray
are both with the Bureau of Economic
Geology in Austin, Texas.)   ❏
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Technique Improves Deep Imaging

Figure 1(a) – Standard production processing of deepwater 4-C OBC seismic data
along a profile that traverses a seafloor gas-expulsion chimney. 1(b) Improved
resolution of near-seafloor geology using VSP-style concepts for processing
deepwater OBC data. Both images are flattened to the seafloor.

Figure 2 – Illustration of similar source-receiver geometries used for acquiring (a) VSP data and (b) deepwater
OBC/OBS seismic data.
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(Editor’s note: Regions and Sections is
a regular column in the EXPLORER
offering news for and about AAPG’s six
international Regions and six U.S.
Sections.

News items, press releases and other
information should be submitted to the
EXPLORER/Regions and Sections, P.O.
Box 979, Tulsa, Okla. 74101.

Contacts: For Regions, Dana Patterson
Free, at 1-918-560-2616, or e-mail to
dfree@aapg.org; for Sections, Donna
Riggs, at 1-918-560-2612, or e-mail to
driggs@aapg.org.

This month’s column was provided by
Donna Riggs.)

AAPG’s six U.S. Sections and six
international Regions are self-governing
entities of the Association.

Each AAPG member is assigned to
one of these according to your mailing
address, the country you live in or by
individual choice. Election of House of
Delegates and Advisory Council
representatives is based on Active
member population either in an affiliated
society or in a Section/Region.

If your mailing address is other than the
area where you wish to be affiliated,
information can be entered in your AAPG
member record to reflect your area of
choice.

If you have questions or wish to make
changes to your record, contact Donna
Riggs (see above).

Printed here, for your reference and
use, is a listing of Section/Region
presidents.

U.S Sections

Eastern: President (through fall 2006) –
Peter MacKenzie, MacKenzie Land &
Exploration, P.O. Box 166, Worthington,
Ohio 43085-0166; telephone 1-614-785-
1682; fax 1-614-785-1682; e-mail
pete@mackex.com.

Vice President (president fall 2006-07)
– James A. Drahovzal, Kentucky
Geological Survey, 3315 Coldstream Dr.*,
Lexington, Ky. 40517-2860; telephone 
1-859-257-5500, ext.175; fax 1-859-257-
1147; e-mail drahovzal@uky.edu.

Upcoming Section meetings are Oct. 8-
11, in Buffalo, N.Y., and Sept. 16-18, 2007,
Lexington, Ky.

Gulf Coast (GCAGS): President
(through fall 2006) – Barry E. Wawak, Core
Lab,127 E. Bayou Shore*, Lafayette, La.
70508; telephone 1-337-837-8616; fax 
1-337-837-9070; e-mail
barry.wawak@corelab.com.

Vice President (president fall 2006-07)
– Gloria D. Sprague, Crossroads
Exploration, Suite 640, 615 Leopard,
Corpus Christi, Texas 78476; telephone 
1-361-882-7600; fax 1-361-882-7604; 
e-mail gsprague@usawide.net.

Upcoming meetings: Sept. 25-27,
Lafayette, La., and Oct. 21-23, 2007,
Corpus Christi, Texas.

Mid-Continent: President (through fall
2007) – Alan L. De Good, American
Energy Inc., 1233 Autumn Dr.*, Goddard,
Kan. 67052; telephone 1-316-263-5785; 
e-mail alan@americanenergies.com.

Next meeting: Sept. 9-11, 2007,
Wichita, Kan.

Pacific: President (July 2006-June
2007) – Michael David Wracher, Venoco
Inc., 6267 Carpinteria Ave., Carpinteria,
Calif. 93013; telephone 1-805-745-2272;
fax 1-805-745-1846; e-mail
mwracher@venocoinc.com.

Next meeting: Concurrent with the
AAPG Annual Convention, April 1-4, Long
Beach, Calif.

Rocky Mountain: President (spring
2006-fall 2007) – Steven Schamel, GeoX
Consulting Inc., 1265 Yale Ave., Salt Lake
City, Utah 84105-1535; telephone 1-801-
583-1146; fax 1-801-583-1356; e-mail
geox-slc@comcast.net.

Next meeting: Oct. 6-9, 2007,
Snowbird, Utah.

Southwest: President (through spring
2007) – Craig W. Reynolds, Cobra Oil and
Gas Corp., P.O. Box 8206, Wichita Falls,
Texas 76307-8206; telephone 
1-940-716-5100; fax 1-940-716-5170; 
e-mail craig@cobraogc.com.

President-Elect (spring 2007-08) – Jeff
A. Jones, Van Operating Ltd., P.O. Box
1352, Albany, Texas 76430-1352;
telephone 1-325-762-3353; fax 1-325-762-
3359; e-mail jeffjones@wtconnect.com.

Next meeting: April 22-24, 2007,
Wichita Falls, Texas.

International Regions
All terms begin on July 1,

end on June 30

Africa: President (2005-07) – Deborah
E. Ajakaiye, 1534 Castle Court, Houston,
77006; telephone 1-713-355-3315; fax 
1-713-355-3328; e-mail
deadok@houston.rr.com.

Asia/Pacific: President (2005-08) –
Herman Darman, Brunei Shell Petroleum
Co., TSX/4, Jalan Utara, Seria KB 3534,
Brunei Darussalam; telephone 673-337-
4275; fax 673-337-5179; e-mail
herman.darman@shell.com. 

Canada: President (2006-08) – Warren
G. Workman, Workman Energy Ltd., 517
30th Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta 
T2S 0P4, Canada; telephone 1- 403-269-
9550; fax 1-403- 262-3748; e-mail
wworkman@apexenergy.com.

Europe: President (2005-07) – John
R.V. Brooks, Brookwood Petroleum
Advisors, Cobleigh, Sheets Heath Lane,
Brookwood, Surrey GU24 OEL, England;
telephone 44-1483-473-285; fax 44-1483-
473-005; e-mail jrvbrooks@supanet.com

Latin America: President (2005-07) –
Carlos Jorge De Abreu, UFRJ, Rua Des
Luiz Guimaraes 70, Bloco 3, Ap 805,
Cond. Santa Monica, Barra da Tijuca,
22793-261 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;
telephone 55-21-9987-7598; fax 55-21-
2598-9487; e-mail abreu@geologia.ufrj.br

Middle East: President (2006-09) –
Abdulkader M. Afifi, Saudi Aramco, Box
2689, Dhahran 31311, Saudi Arabia;
telephone 966-3-874-7253; fax 966-3-873-
2663; e-mail abdulkader.afifi@aramco.com

(* Address is not the company
address.)
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of Gondwana for the key to today’s
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AAPG International 
Conference and Exhibition

November 5-8, 2006

Petroleum Exploration 
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Plans are firming for the IX Simposio
Bolivariano, Petroleum Exploration in
the Subandean Basins conference, to
be held Sept. 24-27 at Cartagena,
Colombia.

Conference organizer Dirceu
Abrahão, of Petrobras Colombia, said

the conference is limited to 700 people.
Sponsors include the ministries of
geology, mines and hydrocarbons and
Ecopetrol.

For further information see
www.simposiobolivariano.com, or the
International area of www.aapg.org.

Colombian Conference Set Sept. 24-27 in Cartagena



By DON JUCKETT
GEO-DC Director

As many members already are aware,
the U.S. House of Representatives
during consideration of the federal
government’s 2007 budget has
appropriated approximately 25 percent
of its 2006 budget for oil and natural gas
R&D.

While few of us, as taxpayers, believe
that growing the deficit is good for
tomorrow’s taxpayers, the climate in
which the House actions has proceeded
reflects both the unpopularity of the oil
and gas industry in Washington and the
tendency of elected officials to play to
popular themes in the eyes of their
constituents. 

The impacts of this action, if
sustained in the Senate appropriations
process, will be far reaching!

The obvious loss will be the research
that has been focused largely on
recovery of domestic resources. The less
obvious will be the potential of severely
reduced services through organizations,
like the Petroleum Technology Transfer
Council, which has serviced the
domestic producing community for a
number of years.

Even more insidious in these times
when there are serious concerns about
availability of future work force for the
industry is the impact on students in
petroleum geology and engineering
schools. Preliminary estimates indicate
that as many as 30-40 percent of those
individuals stand to lose support that
comes through DOE research programs.

Because of persistent high gasoline
prices, the oil and gas industry is a
popular target for punitive, if not
downright silly, legislative proposals. In
the eyes of many knowledgeable
consumers as well as producers this
reflects the real need for making a
sustained effort to ensure that elected
officials obtain some level of
understanding of the workings of the
industry as a whole.

For many, the present hostile
atmosphere in Washington is, to say the

least, off-putting. It is perhaps one more
reason in your very busy existence to
discount any thoughts you may have
had about engaging Washington types
to impart information or concerns about
the current state of energy affairs.

I would reflect somewhat the contrary
view that this is the very time when it is
critical to stand up and be seen as
important members of the industry – not
as apologists, not as defenders, but as
professionals with a stake in the future of
the economic well being of society. 

*   *   *

In doing background for this column I
turned up an AAPG EXPLORER July
2002 interview by Ken Milam with an AGI
Congressional Science Fellow (CSF) by
the name of David Curtiss. David had
the following observations when asked,
“What can geologists do when their
professional interests and politics
intersect?”

✓ “Letter-writing can be helpful, but
personal involvement can be even more
effective.”
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See Washington, page 44

Mood ‘Hostile’
In Nation’s Capitol

Not hostile: GEO-DC Director Don
Juckett, left, greets David Curtiss at the
Houston AAPG convention.

Three AAPG honors and awards were
affected by changes by AAPG Executive
Committee actions taken in May.

Headed by then-president Peter R.
Rose, the Executive Committee changed
and amended the Michel T. Halbouty
Memorial Human Needs Award to
become the Michel T. Halbouty
Outstanding Leadership Award, which is
now considered AAPG’s second most
distinguished award. The Sidney Powers
Memorial Award is AAPG’s most
distinguished honor. Formerly, Honorary
Membership was the second-ranking
honor.

The new Halbouty award is for
“exceptional leadership demonstrated
and extraordinary service to the
petroleum geosciences and the
association.”

The action taken noted that the
Powers Award and the Halbouty Award

are mutually exclusive – those receiving
the Halbouty Award will not be
considered for the Powers Award and
those receiving the Powers Award will
not be considered for the Halbouty
Award. Past presidency is not a
prerequisite for this award.

Also, Honorary Membership is
automatically bestowed upon the
recipient of the Halbouty Award if not
already received.

The committee also voted to change
the name of the Journalism Award to the
Geosciences in the Media award. The
Journalism Award came under scrutiny
last year after Michel Crichton was the
recipient for his fiction books Jurassic
Park and State of Fear.

A complete description of the
Halbouty Outstanding Leadership Award
and other honors can be viewed via
www.aapg.org.   ❏

EC Action Impacts Halbouty,
Two Other AAPG Awards
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Expertise In Risk Assessment

Learn more or register online at www.RoseAssoc.com

We specialize in helping E & P companies design 
and implement risk analysis systems for enhanced 
predictive and financial performance. Utilizing our 
world-class, unique instruction, our efficient 
software tools and practical consultation, 
companies can consistently deliver on their 
portfolio promises.

Courses held throughout the year in Houston & Calgary
  • Exploration Economics, Risk Analysis & Prospect Evaluation
  • Risk Analysis for Development Applications
  • Overview of Exploration Play Analysis

Bobby H. Bammel, to senior petroleum
geophysical and geological consultant-
geosteering, Saudi Geophysical &
Environmental Consulting, Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia. Previously professor of
earth science, East Texas Baptist
University, Marshall, Texas.

Bennett L. Bearden has been named
Most Outstanding Professor of the Year
by the Birmingham School of Law.
Bearden, adjunct professor at the
Birmingham School of Law since 1994,
also is director of the Petroleum
Technology Transfer Council Eastern Gulf
Region, University of Alabama,
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Bill Blount, to senior staff geologist, El
Paso Exploration and Production,
Houston. Previously senior exploration
geologist, ExxonMobil Development,
Houston.

Thomas Buerkert, to geophysical
adviser-exploration Americas West Africa,
Hess Corp., Houston. Previously senior
geophysicist-Trinidad & Tobago asset
team, BHP Billiton Petroleum, Houston.

Edward Cazier, to geology manager-
Nyagan, TNK-BP, Moscow, Russia.
Previously director of economics and
valuation, TNK-BP, Moscow, Russia.

Timothy L. Clarey has been named the
2006 “Distinguished Graduate” of Bay
City Western High School, Mich., for his
achievements during a combined career
as a petroleum geologist and college
professor. He is a professor at Delta
College, University Center, Mich.

Steve Dorobek, to lead geologist,
Maersk Oil and Gas, Copenhagen,
Denmark. Previously professor and M.T.
Halbouty Chair, department of geology
and geophysics, Texas A&M University,
College Station, Texas.

Jeanette Bauman DuBois, to
exploration geologist, Berry Petroleum,
Denver. Previously senior geologist,
Enduring Resources, Denver.

Robert N. “Bob” Erlich, to exploration
manager-Latin America new ventures, BP,
Houston. Previously general manager-
Peru, Burlington Resources, Houston.

Joseph M. Evensen, to geochemist,
Shell EP Solutions, Houston. Previously
senior research geologist, ExxonMobil,
Houston.

Lee C. Gerhard received the Kapitsa
Medal, the Medal of Honor and the
Chilingar Medal from the Russian
Academy of Natural Sciences, U.S.
Branch, when he addressed a group at
the University of Southern California
School of Engineering about climate
change science.

Andres Gongora, to senior
geoscientist, Origin Energy, Perth,
Australia. Previously geologist, Antares
Energy, Perth, Australia.

Andrew Hoover, to senior production
geologist, Maersk Oil and Gas,
Copenhagen, Denmark. Previously senior
geologist, Shell International E&P,
Houston.

Gerhart Hunter, to senior
explorationist, Phoenix Exploration,
Houston. Previously managing director,
TROG E&P, Waller, Texas.

C.Y. McCants, new ventures manager-
Southeast Asia, Petrofac, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. Previously senior executive
geologist, Petrofac, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

(Editor’s note: “Professional News
Briefs” includes items about members’
career moves and the honors they
receive. To be included, please send
information in the above format to
Professional News Briefs, c/o AAPG
EXPLORER, P.O. Box 979, Tulsa, Okla.
74101; or fax, 918-560-2636; or e-mail,
smoore@aapg.org; or submit directly
from the AAPG Web site,
www.aapg.org/explorer/pnb_forms.cfm.)
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By JANET BRISTER
AAPG Web Site Editor

It’s the beginning of another fiscal
year at AAPG, which means a time of
renewal – for us, and also for you.

There are those within AAPG who
have yet to renew their membership this
year. And guess what? It’s time!

Don’t forget: To make it easy, simple
and quick you may use the AAPG Web
site to pay your dues.

Just go to the home page and enter
“Members Only.” Log in, as needed, and
just under the “Welcome, AAPG
Member!” you’ll find a list.

At the top of that list is “Pay Dues” –
and that takes you right into the online
dues payment system.

By the way, if you don’t pay your dues
by the end of the month, this is the last
EXPLORER you will receive.

Join! Contribute!

You’ll find several other options on
this list, too, including the opportunity to
join one of the AAPG divisions.

Since both the Energy Minerals
Division and the Division of
Environmental Geosciences only require
you be a member of AAPG in order to
join their division, you can select either
of these and immediately be division
members.

If you are already a member of one of
our three divisions, these options already
are pre-selected for you.

Those interested in joining the
Division of Professional Affairs may learn
more about it on its Web site:
dpa.aapg.org.

Another option you may exercise
while in this same dues payment area is
the opportunity to contribute to the
AAPG Foundation, which provides
financial support for Distinguished
Lecturers, grants, courses, field
seminars and much more that is AAPG.

Here, you may simply contribute to
the general fund or you may select from
one of the many named grants.

Of course, you might click on “Pay
Dues” and have a nice little message
indicating you do not owe any dues at
the present time. That’s a nice surprise
for those who forget if they already paid
that annual fee or subscription.

A Word about RSS

We’ve mentioned it before and it may
still be a bit of an intangible element to
grasp; however, as new browsers are
released, they are supporting RSS
feeds.

An RSS feed is a simple tool that Web
editors maintain to alert frequent visitors
to their sites about recent updates.

Let me remind you that AAPG has
RSS feeds on its main site as well as in
the members-only BULLETIN access
area. Search and Discovery, AAPG’s
online science magazine (e-zine, if you
will) also supports RSS.

If you visit aapg.org at least once
each week, you’ll want to check the RSS
feed. This may save you a bit of time,
and that’s always a good thing.

Good browsing!   ❏
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William L. Fisher, dean of the
Jackson School of Geosciences at
the University of Texas at Austin, has
been named chairman of the AAPG
Foundation Board of Trustees.

Joining Fisher as Trustees officers
are:

✓ John J. Amoruso, Houston, vice
chair.

✓ James A. Gibbs, Dallas,
secretary.

✓ William E. Crain, Danville, Calif.,
treasurer.

Previously announced as new
Trustees were Marlan Downey, Dallas,
and William E. Gipson, Houston.

The new term began July 1.

*   *   *

The AAPG Foundation has
announced the awarding of three
major grants, including $100,000
funding to produce classroom
materials to accompany a four-part
television series in 2007.

The four-part “Faces of the Earth,”
television series is to be aired by the
Science Channel/Discovery
Communications in 2007 with plans
for worldwide distribution.

The American Geological Institute,
which is heading up the ancillary
materials development and was the
recipient of the grant, is part of a

consortium of project backers, which
include the ExxonMobil Foundation
($2.5 million); the Jackson School of
Geosciences at the University of
Texas ($350,000); and the U.S.
Geological Survey ($50,000).

Also, AAPG Datapages received
$113,000 from the Foundation for
enhancing and adding to the
Association’s electronic, scientific
database.

The AAPG Foundation also
granted $75,000 to the AGI
Foundation’s William L. Fisher
Congressional Geoscience
Fellowship Endowment, providing
Washington, D.C., experience for

young geoscientists.

*   *   *

Two new members have joined the
Foundation Trustees, bringing total
group membership to 266. They are:

✓ David Blanchard, Devon Energy
International, Houston.

✓ Stewart Chuber, Fayette
Exploration Co., Schulenburg, Texas.

Chuber joins the group as he
provides funding to establish the
newest AAPG Foundation-endowed
Digital Products university
subscription, for Stanford University,
his alma mater.    ❏

October 9-10, 2006
George R. Brown Convention Center

Houston, Texas

Networking Ice Breaker • Poster Session • Industry Exhibition 
Interviews • Field Trips • Special Interest Class • Interviewing Tips
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Fisher Named Chair of Trustees

James O. “Jim”
Lewis Jr., past
president of AAPG and
of several other
geologic groups, died
June 2 in Houston. He
was 83.

Lewis, a longtime
consulting geologist,
was AAPG president in
1989-90 and was made
an AAPG Honorary
Member in 2004. He was a charter
member of the Division of Environmental
Geosciences, a lifetime and
distinguished member of the Division of
Professional Affairs, an A.I. Levorsen
award winner and active as a leader for
several AAPG committees and events.

He also was president of the Houston
Geological Society (1968-69) and the
Society of Independent Earth Scientists
(1967-68), and held honorary life
memberships in both groups.

*   *   *

James Dan Burke (AC ’38)
Austin, Texas, January 2005

William Wathen Charles Jr., 90
Calgary, Canada, April 11, 2006

Mark Andrew Cocker, 52
Houston, April 19, 2006

Ernest Kurt Espenschied, 72
Danville, Calif., April 20, 2006

Thomas Wilson Ferebee Jr., 58
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Dec. 30, 2005

William L. Hamilton Jr. (EM ’64)
Oklahoma City, Dec. 15, 2005

William Van Harlow Jr. (AC ’59)
Amarillo, Texas, April 3, 2006

Guy Wilson Joyce (AC ’53)
Conroe, Texas

James Otis “Jim” Lewis Jr., 83
Houston, June 2, 2006

Robert David Mapes Jr. (AC ’54)
Houston

Carl Robert Piette, 69
Shepherd, Mont., Nov. 16, 2005

Gardner Murl Pittman, 83
Lubbock, Texas, April 5, 2006

Charles B. Stone, 81
Corpus Christi, Texas, May 16, 2006

Royce Craig Weisinger, 75
Conroe, Texas, Jan. 6, 2006

(Editor’s note: “In Memory” listings are
based on information received from the
AAPG membership department. Age at
time of death, when known, is listed.
When the member’s date of death is
unavailable, the person’s membership
classification and anniversary date are
listed.)

Lewis



The following candidates have submitted
applications for membership in the Association
and, below, certification by the Division of
Professional Affairs. This does not constitute
election, but places the names before the
membership at large. Any information bearing on
the qualifications of these candidates should be
sent promptly to the Executive Committee, P.O.
Box 979, Tulsa, Okla. 74101. (Names of
sponsors are placed in parentheses.
Reinstatements indicated do not require
sponsors.)

Membership applications are available at
www.aapg.org, or by contacting headquarters in
Tulsa.

For Active Membership

Colorado
Wingerter, Jeffrey H., RDG Oil & Gas, Denver
(reinstate)

Louisiana
Gremillion, Grant Gregory, Murphy Exploration &
Production USA, New Orleans (W.D. Perkins,
R.J. Chassaniol, R.L. Johnson)

Oklahoma
Combs, Douglas W., Chesapeake Energy,
Edmond (reinstate); Self, Dale C., Chesapeake
Energy, Oklahoma City (J.L. Sharp, J.V. Hogan
Jr., K.M. McCollum)

Texas
Bole, Barrett W., Terracon Consultants, Midland
(G.R. Bole, M.A. Jacobs, J.L. Spriggs); Borton,
Laura Jean, TGS NOPEC, Houston (A.N.
Chowdhury, R.G. Martin, A.J. Krejci Jr.);
Coleman, W. Kevin, Reed Engineering Group,
Dallas (D.G. Rensink, C.M. Dingler, P.R. Rose);
Dana-Gillet, Patricia, ExxonMobil, Houston
(reinstate); Davis, Mary Kathleen, Shell E&P,
Houston (L.M. Corder, H.G. Farmer, M.T. Cisar);
Garrett, Daniel Earl, Norman W. Grimes, Graham
(W.R. Bodden III, R.A. Cannon, N.W. Grimes);
Hawkins, James Lloyd, Schlumberger, Midland
(D.B. Pearcy, R. Wojcik, H.L. Broughton);
Huisman, Samuel Kenneth, ConocoPhillips,
Houston (D. Burggraf Jr., Y.M.R. Chevalier, J.H.
Ballard); Ingles, Antonio M.N., Chevron, Houston
(J.E. Glass, M.D. Croft, D.A. Cagle); Klein, Andre
Charles, Anadarko Petroleum Co., Houston (S.K.
Ruhl, T.J. Bergstresser, T.A. Trautman); Kolich,
Thomas Matthew, ExxonMobil Production, The
Woodlands (reinstate); Mango, Frank D.,
Petroleum Habitats, Houston (D.M. Jarvie, H.
Alimi, T.E. Ruble); Mosola, Amanda Beth,
ExxonMobil, Houston (J.W. Snedden, L.T.
Sumpter, M.L. Sweet); Purvis, Dwayne C., The
Strickland Group, Fort Worth (J.D. Robertson,
D.A. Prose, J.B. Schindler); Reich, Laura R.,
Houston (M. Cubanski, L.R. Gilmore, J.M. Spaw);
Schneider, Louis, Edison Chouest Offshore,
Houston (A.W. Adams, A.H. Almond, D.L. Smith);
Tudor, Judd Sun, Schlumberger Oilfield
Technologies, Midland (J.D. Farmer, R. Wojcik,
D.D. Stief)

Virginia
Swanson, Sharon Marie, U.S. Geological Survey,
Reston (P.D. Warwick, L. Ruppert, R.C. Milici)

Australia
Drevet, Regis, ExxonMobil Exploration,
Southbank (M.E. Fittall, J. Stevens, J.G.
McPherson)

Indonesia
Juwono, Alamsyah Mohammad, FMIPA,
Brawijaya University, Malang (C.A. Caughey,
D.H. Samsu, K.L. Kirschner)

New Zealand
Rawson, Stephen John, Mighty River Power,
Auckland (S.J. O’Connor, C.G. Davis, J.M.
Beggs)

Nigeria
Ajibola, Olayode Adebiyi, Esso Exploration &
Production Nigeria, Lagos (S.S. Boettcher, V.L.
Dunn, J. Bacheller III)

Pakistan
Mahsud, Nasir Khan, Orient Petroleum
International Inc. (OPII), Islamabad (S.N. Ahmed,
S.U. Siddiqui, Z.A. Zafar)

Saudi Arabia
Gregory, Arthur Emory III, Saudi Aramco,
Dhahran (A.G.S. Ahmed, H. Xiao, N.M. Robinson
Jr.); Shokeir, Ramez M., Halliburton, Al-Khobar
(R.M. Zereik, J.A. Quirein, J.P. Elliott)

South Africa
Clay, Andrew Neil, Venmyn Rand (Pty), Sandton,
Gauteng (J.R. Etherington, J.E. Ritter, H.D.R.
Winter)

United Arab Emirates
Srikanth, Guruswamy, ADCO, Abu Dhabi (J.S.
Gomes, S.D. Russell, S.M.Y. Ali)  

Expulsions (2005-06)
Sara Sue Foland, Craig, Colo.

G E O R G E R .  B R O W N CO N V E N T I O N C E N T E R
H O U S TO N ,  T E X A S

Prospects   •   Producing Properties   •   U.S. Onshore & Offshore Plays

Educational Opportunities   •   Capital Providers   •   Infinite Networking

Attendee & Prospect Directory CD-ROM   •   400 Booths & 5,000 Attendees

REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.NAPEONLINE.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (817) 847-7700

S U M M E R N A P E  I S P R E S E N T E D B Y N A P E  E X P O L P ,  C O M P R I S E D O F

A A P L ,  I P A A ,  S E G  A N D A A P G

AUGUST 23-24, 2006
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Certification
The following are candidates for

certification by the Division of
Professional Affairs.

Petroleum Geologist

Kansas
Fisher, Brian, G., City of Wichita,
Wichita (reinstatement)

Minnesota
Poppendeck, Mark Charles,
Northwoods Consulting, Plymouth
(reinstatement)

Oklahoma
Beaumont, Edward Arthur,
independent geologist, Tulsa (R.G.
Berry, J.W. Shelton, R.D. Fritz)

Texas
Prickett, Charles Bradley, Flagstone
Development, Wichita Falls (C.
Reynolds, J.W. Ritchie, R.L. 
McBroom Sr.)   ❏



Foundation (General)
Svein Aase
Robert Stephen Agatston
Okui Akihiko
Patrick Adrian Allman Ward
Joel R. Alnes
Eduardo Terrazas Amador
Michael Anthony Andersen
Donald D. Anderson
Donna S. Anderson
Thornton E. Anderson
Michael Peter Arden
Karl F. Arleth
M. (Mo) E. Arnold
Teddy Ray Ashford
Lee B. Backsen
William Carl Bahlburg
Lawrence Archer Baldwin
Luigi Sergio Ballatori
John K. Balsley
Richard B. Banks
Charles Thomas Barker
James Richard Baroffio
Terry J. Barron
Thomas Davies Barrow

In memory of L.T.
Barrow

Richard A.J. Bartlett
Philip Bassant
Jason J. Beall
Sherry Lynn Becker
David Beckett
Andrew Bell
Robert Oliver Beringer
Robert Garvin Berry Jr.
Bruce J. Bilodeau
William L. Bilodeau
Michael Anthony Birch
Brian James Black 
Frederick Michael Black
James A. Blaha
David Arnold Bohnert
George Robert Bole
Edward C. Boratko
Marc Lawrence Borgan
Louis Chapman Bortz
Myles Rem Bosman
Matthew Wade Boyd
Dan Bozanic
Michael Keith Bradshaw
Sean Michael Brady
Martin Louis Bregman

In memory of Adrea A.
Bregman

Philip Francis Brennan
Nowell Alan Briedis
Charles Alexander Brinkley
Ignacio Edecio Brisson
Samuel B. Bristow
Peter L. Brittingham
Michael David Brondos
Billy Dean Broughton
Martha Lou Broussard

In memory of Doris
Curtis, Gwinn Lewis
and Stewart Folk

Ian Thomas Brown
Sally Sue Brown
Ross Anthony Brunetti
Michael J. Bryarly
Werner Buggisch
Michael Edward Bullen
Lucy Shirah Bultmann
George Christian Bunge
Matthew Robert Buoniconti
Stephen Michael Burke
Susan Burke
Malcolm Butler
D. Gregory Cable
Warren D. Cadwell
David Anthony Cagle
Julia L. Caldaro-Baird
Mark Sutton Caldwell
Richard Joseph Callaway
David T. Cameron
Debra A. Caperton
Jose Carrillo-Bravo
Larry S. Carter
Thomas Leland Chamberlin
Arthur Lawrence Champine
Yu Long Chang
Jean Paul Chauvel
Abderrahim Chebbi
Andrew Chermak
Linda J. Christianson
Robey H. Clark

In memory of Amy
Busch

Ruble Clark
Michael G. Clemenson
Jay Charles Close
Walter House Cochran
James W. Collinson
Victor Domenic Colombini
Michael Stephen Connelly
Douglas Howard Cook
Ellis D. Cooper
John Patrick Coughlon
Peter Franklyn Cowell
Howard Ross Cramer
Randall N. Cridland
Aureal T. Cross

In memory of Chilton E.
Prouty

Edgar Cross
Kenneth Francis Cummings
Alan E. Cunningham
Jason Wellington Currie
Thomas Joseph Cwikla
Ranjit Kumar Das
Edward Nabeel David
Alexander Davidson
R. Glenn Dawson
Kees C. De Leeuw
Henry C. Dean Jr.
Paul Lloyd Decker
Joel Alec Degenstein
Bruce Burton Dice
Peter Ulrich Diebold
Robert A. Doak Jr.
Warren J. Doenz
David J. Doherty
John Conrad Dolson
Weldon C. Doran Jr.
Kenneth Thomas Dorbandt
Patrick Blair Dougherty
Verle Keith Downey

Ramsey Whitfield Drake II
Lorraine Druyff
Joseph C. Du Bois
Gordon Earle Duffy
Wolf-Christian F.A. Dullo
Edward Alvin Duncan
John B. Dunham
John L. Eakin III
Edwin Harris East
Keith M. Eastwood
Joseph Eromonsele
Ejedawe
Howard Lyman Ellinwood
David Parry Ellis
Eric Stephen Erck
Paul David Evans
Antonie Fabre
Pourdad Farzadi
Glen Lee Faulkner
Qi Fei
Howard Feldman
Paul B. Feldman
Hershal Cevera Ferguson Jr.
Joao C.A. Figueira
Richard A. Fillon
Robert James Finely
Klaus Christian Fischer
Gary Stephen Fortier
Karen E. Franklin
Stephen K. Frazier
James P. Freeman
Robin Anthony French
Nick Fretwell
Julio Friedmann
Albert Eugene Fritsche
James Brooke Furrh Jr.
Victor Hugo Gabela
Gary L. Galyardt
Joseph J. Garbee
Robert Gardner
Richard Anthony Garrard
Julie Ann Garvin
Robert Steven Gaston
Richard C. Geesaman
Jean-Louis Gelot
Ashton Blanchard Geren Jr.
Dipak Ranjan Ghosh
Kevin James Gibson
Ronald M. Gieger
Joe N. Gifford
Robert Nathan Ginsburg

In memory of Bob Dill
William E. Gipson

In memory of Richard
Bloomer

David Barrett Givens
Gina B. Godfrey
Changrui Gong
Gregory Stuart Gordon
Charles Arnold Gorveatt
Christopher James Gotcher
John Mervin James Gould
Robert F. Grabb Jr.
Anne Grau
Thomas J. Grealy
David John Green
Christine M. Griffith
Norman W. Grimes
Steven K. Grimsley
Robert John Groth

In memory of Andy
Alpha

George A. Grover Jr.
Hans Rudolf Grunau
John C. Grunau
George Gryc
Robert D. Gunn

In memory of Amy
Busch
and Gwinn Lewis

Bernhard A. Gunzenhauser
Paula Ann Gural
Gary Eich Guthrie
Paul Fedorovich Habelko
Sarah R. Haben
James Marion Hager
Keith Hall
Thomas Watson Hall
Walter David Michael Hall
Elward Dwayne Hamilton
William Frank Harbridge
Jerry Loyd Hardin
Kenneth Stanley Harding
Bruce A. Hargan
Stuart D. Harker
Jeanne Elizabeth Harris

In memory of Andy
Alpha

Joe William Harris Jr.
Markus Harting
Donald Carl Hartman
Matthias Hartung
Hyman Lee Harvard
Philip Thayer Hayes
Byron Haynes Jr.
Charles William Hayward
Oliver Thomas Hayward
Edward Wyman Heath
John Hardin Hefner
Jean-Claude Heidmann
J. Janine Helmich
James Anthony Helwig
John Franics Henry
Steven George Henry
Stewart Lawrence Henry
Niall Declan Henshaw
Jay Geiger Henthorne Jr.

In memory of Sherman
Wengerd

Roger L. Hettenhausen
Alan Peter Heward
Douglas W. Hicks
Kevin Charles Hill
Melvin James Hill
Philip Richard Hodgson
Matthew Hoffman
Greg Hollmann
Dale Maxwell Holyoak
Randolph Arden Hoover
Robert Lee Horine
Kazuyoshi Hoshi
William Meredith House
Saijin Huang
Samuel Kenneth Huisman
Roger Wilkie Hume
Angel D. Hurtado
Artunduaga

Gary K. Huxford
Eric James Hyman
Alan Jackson
Garth Edwin Jahraus

In memory of Thomas
W. Ferebee

Knut Henrik Jakobsson
Bogomir Jelen
Curtis L. Johnson
David Ross Johnson
Glenden Fordice Johnson
Keith Robert Johnson
Ryan McKenzie Johnson
Matthew Allen Johnston
Larry L. Jones
Robert R. Jordan
Teresa Eileen Jordan
Tracey Jungwirth
Robert O. Karsian
David J. Katz
William Harold Kaufman
Lillian R. Kearney
Steven T. Keirstead
Matthew Joseph Keith
Roland Bradford Keller
Martin Charles Kennedy
Ken L. Kenworthy Jr.
Masahiro Kida
Tim S. Kiley
Ann King
Jeanette A. King
Juan Pablo Klimowitz
Harvey R. Klingensmith
Jack A. Klotz
Garnet Jon Knopp
Ronald Christopher Koehler
William F. Koerschner III
Richard A. Kopp
Thomas Arthur Koski
Bart Joseph Kowallis
Tor Finn Kristensen
Gustav Hugo Krueger
Ryan James Krueger
John A. Kruppenbach
Carl William Kuhnen Jr.
Naresh Kumar
Ingunn Julseth Kvamme
Mark Jon Lahr
Peggy Anderson Laird
John Henry Lake
Eirik Larsen
Laurn R. Larson
Thomas Cornell Larson
John Peter Laux III
David L. Law
Donald Clement Le Van
Rufus Joseph Leblanc

In memory of Robert
Sneider

Michael Burnett Leibovitz
Robert C. Leibrock

In memory of Robert M.
Leibrock

Jacques Leveille
Kurt Matthew Ley
Terry Lee Leyenberger
James D. Lightner II
Changsong Lin
Jeffrey J. Lobao
Andrew Geoffrey Lodge
Nicholas Loizou
John Michael Long
Nikolai V. Lopatin
Robert David LoPiccolo

In memory of Mac
Jones

James A. Lorsong
Shane Lough
Chester Leroy Love
Carol MacDonald Lucas
Leslie Lee Lundell
Stefan M. Luthi
Timothy R. Maness
Jean-Sebastien Marcil
Joe A. Marek
Robert Louis Marin
Julie Margaret Marshall
Jose R. Martinez-Landin
John Maxwell Masterson
Florencio Mata Jr.
Terry J. Mather
Thomas E. Matson
Bruce William Mattocks
Anthony D. McAteer
Barry C. McBride
Jerry Glen McCaskill Jr.
Joseph V. McCullough
George Oliver McDaniel Jr.
Mantez Alan McDonald
James S. McGhay
Paul Evan McIntosh
Curtis David McKinney
Robert Ancel Mercer
Jon F. Messenger
David Craig Metzner
Markus Meudt
John Vincent Miesse
Horng-sheng Mii
Frans Christiaan Mijnssen
Jim Patrick Miller
Tomonari Minezaki
Joseph Garrett Minke
Khusro Mirza
Jay Preston Mitchell

Miguel Montes
John Edward Mooney
Judy O. Mooney
Sadoon Morad
Guillermo Mora-Oropeza
Gary Kenneth Morony
Daniel S. Morris
Joe L. Morris Jr.
Ryan Andrew Morrison
Shannon E. Morrison
Neil Gerard Moss
William John Moulton
Brett Stephen Mudford
Frederick Dale Mueller
Peter Richardson Mullin
Rosemary P. Mullin
Catherine Marie Murphy
Michael James Murphy
Thomas Holt Murray Jr.
Roelof John Murris
Toshiaki Nagai
William Joseph Neal
Kurt Edward Neher
Robert Lynn Neman
Maurice M. Nessim
Kerry David Newell
Joseph Alan Newhart
Mark D. Nicholson
Jason L. Noble
Russell Howard Nordwell
Robert Matheson Norris
Ian Norton
Patrick A. Nye
Takaomi Okazaki
William Frank Oline
Ezennaya Israel Onyenorah
David M. Orchard
Robert Anselm Ortalda
Carel Otte Jr.
John William Oty

In memory of Robert M.
Veal

Suwit Pabchanda
Richard Evan Paige
Arthur L. Paquett
Mark Alan Parchman
Steve D. Parker
Ira Pasternack
Robert Neal Patrick
David Brian Patterson
Oscar L. Paulson
James Lewis Pear
Guido Peli
Hugh Clinton Pendery
Roseanne C. Perman
Jeroen Martien Peters
David William Phelps
Peter John Pickford
Cynthia Crowson Pierce
Richard Lee Piqune
Eric Pluchery
Terrence Carleton Plumb
David Dierker Pollard
Sharlene Marie Pollock
Timothy C. Pontin
Robert William Potter II
Michael Lee Powell
Peter Edward Power
David Neil Pratt
Arthur Frank Preston
Michael Pusley
Jozef M. Putcuyps
Malcolm Ian Anthony Pye
Spencer Scott Quam
Kenneth Robert Quarfoth

In memory of Albert R.
Perko

Russell Emerson Quick
Michael Joseph Quinn
John Michael Rakowski
Robert David Rall
Ahmed Mohamed Rashed
George Richard Reddy

In memory of Vincent C.
Kelley

Peggy M. Reeder
John Leonard Rees
Scott Cleveland Reeve
Joachim Wilhelm Reinhardt
John I. Reistroffer
David Gene Rensink
Pedro A. Restrepo-Pace
Peggy Joyce Rice
Colonel Adams Richardson

In memory of Carl A.
Nilsen

Timothy M. Richardson
Michael A. Richter
Sergio Rigamonti
James Marshall Rine
William Arthur Robbins Jr.
Lloyd Bain Robertson
Marlene Joyce Robertson
Renee M. Robertson
John Michael Robinson
James Kirk Roche
Stanley Edmund Roe
Sabine Roessle
Karen K. Romine
Rose Mary Ronkartz
Dennis Mark Rouse
Chris Ivan Ruisaard
Debra Rutan
Margaret M.W. Rutledge

Robert Nevin Ryan Jr.
Jeffrey J. Sabo
Duane Harold Sackett

In memory of E.C. Bush
Ramon Sanchez
Jeffrey J. Sande
William Johnston Sanderson
John Ross SanFilipo
Hiroyoshi Sano
Steven Schamel
Marion Welch Scholes
Thomas J. Schull
Werner Wilhelm
Schwarzhans
Erik D. Scott
David M. Scull
Clyde Ray Seewald
Samit Sengupta
William Wayne Shepheard
Elgean Crawford Shield

In memory of Fred
Bullard

Michael Ray Short
Jeffry Shrallow
Allen G. Siemens
Grigore Simon
Jerry P. Siok
Paul A. Sivon
Orrin Lee Slind
Langhorne B. Smith
Lawrence Ralph Smith
Roy Edward Smith
William Theodore Smith
George W. Sneed
Stephen A. Sonnenberg

In honor of Robert Berg
and Robert Weimer

George C. Soronen
John Stanfield Spaid
David R. Spain
Charles Boardman Speice
Bill St. John

In honor of W.R.
Muehlberger

John Glover Stainforth
J. Andreas Stark
Anthony Trabue Statler
Robert Kenneth Steer
Harvey Stein
John Russell Stephens
Linda Raine Sternbach
Dan Brent Steward
John Grenville Stout
Kyle Martin Straub
James Rudolph Strawn

In memory of E.K.
(Ernie)
Espenschied

Robert A. Stroud
Cynthia G. Suek
Ben James Summersell
Surono
Deborah T. Sycamore
Tateishi Takeo
Kevin Dean Talley
Enrico Tavarnelli
David Andrew Taylor
James B. Taylor Jr.
Ronald James Taylor
Akihiro Tazawa
William C. Terrell
Mark Jonathon Thompson
Anne Thomson
James Harold Tindall
John J. Tonnsen
William R. Torguson Jr.
Ramon H. Trevino
Edwin Leslie Trice III
James Kendall Trigger
Colin Clive Turner
Gregory F. Ulmishek
Willem J.E. Van De Graaf
Theo Van Der Werken
Ian Roland Vann
Katharine L. Varnes
Bernard F. Verdu
David A. Verdun
Ottavio Viglione
Richard Roy Vincelette
Daniel Thomas Walker
Harvey Dale Walker
Guang Ming Wang
Edward Earl Ward
Alton L. Warren
Edmund James Watchuk
Philip Matthew Weatherill
Michael G. Webb
Billy Gerald Webster
Raymond James Welder III
William G. Wellendorf
Anna M.R. Wells
Dietrich H. Welte
Maurice Edward West
Thomas E. West Jr.
Mark Steven Whitney
Hans Widmer
John Michael Widmier
John A. Williams
Stanley Evan Williams
Wilbur Dean Wilson
Jon Richard Withrow
William Wolodarsky
John Stephen Wonfor
Percival Walter James Wood

Henry Harper Woods
Madison T. Woodward III
Daniel Thomas Woody
Kwung-Shing Wu
Raphael Andreas J. Wust
Zaw Wynn
John A. Yamada
Fu-Pang Yang
Mark Evan Yarlot
Elan Yogeswaren
William V. York
Shuji Yoshida
Charles George K. Young
J. Marc Young
William Allen Young
Walter Lewellyn Youngquist
Anthony Wayne Zak
Tomas Ramon Zapata
Yingcheng Zhao
Gerald Paul Zieche
Martin Andreas Ziegler
Robert Edward Zilinski Jr.
Barry Lynn Zinz
James Micheal Zotkiewicz

Awards Fund
Miguel Fernando Etayo

Best Student Paper 
and Poster Award

J. Todd Stephenson

A.I. Levorsen 
Memorial Award

Jorge Enrique Morales

Teacher of the Year Award
William Wallace Bayne
Cindy Cummings

Daniel A. Busch 
Library Fund

Wilbur Earl McMurtry

Digital Products Fund
Brady Hamilton Brown
A.T. Green Jr.
Volker Koehler
Robert Allen Northcutt
Philippe J.Y.M. Rabiller
Tomonori Shibata
Laura L. Wray

Kansas State University
Alumni

James Reece Kinser

Oklahoma State University
Alumni

Larry D. Gerken
James Lee Wilson

In memory of Paul
McDaniel

Texas A&M University
Alumni

Willard R. Green
In memory of Horace
Blank,
Shirley Lynch and Travis
Parker

Michael Nelson Riettini

Texas Tech University
Alumni

Michael R. Wisda
In memory of Frank B.
Conselman

University of Houston
Alumni

George M. Greene

University of Michigan
Alumni

Lowell Evert Waite

Distinguished Lecture
Fund

David Barr
Friedrich Bonvie
Joseph Thomas Caputo
John Leonard C. Chambers
Bruce Burton Dice
Paul H. Dudley Jr.

In memory of James E.
Vause

John Roy Griffin
Yves Henri Grosjean
Douglas Stuart Hastings

In honor of Douglas D.
Hastings

James Ross Markello
Harry H. Roberts
Glenn Scott Robertson
Jerry P. Siok

Allan P. Bennison
Distinguished Lecture Fund

Malcolm Butler
John A. French

Grants-in-Aid Fund
Albert John Akins III

Donald Shepherd Bagley II
Rogers J. Bailey
Rena Mae Bonem
Kathryn L. Coffman

In memory of William
John Coffman

Robert Annan Cook
Paul H. Dudley Jr.

In memory of James R.
Jackson Jr.

Gerald Edwards
Randal Eric Gibson
Andrew D. Hanson
John D. Haun

In memory of Ray W.
Rall and Robert M.
Sneider

Maria J. Herrero-Fernandez
Michael Kevin Hyde
John M. Kachelmeyer
G. Randy Keller Jr.
Bashir Adeoye Koledoye
Alain Le Marrec
Geroge Gallie Leckie

In memory of L.F.
Ivanhoe

Laurence Richard Lines
James Ross Markello
Mike Scott McTeague
Jack B. Mills
Louise M. Morris

In memory of Michael
B. Morris

William R. Muehlberger
Amy Marie Richardson
Phillip L. Salstrom

In memory of Jean
Funkhouser and 
Bob Kropschot

Christophe Salti
Jerry P. Siok
Michael John Smith
Robert W. Sullivan Jr.
Dennis B. Tower
Charles Trevor Walker
James Edward Werner
Mark T. Wheeler
Spencer Hoffman Wood
Richard F. Yuretich

Richard W. Beardsley
Named Grant

Murray M. Matson

William E. and Jean Crain
Named Grant

William E. Crain

Ike Crumbly 
Minorities in Energy Grant

Allen Y. Tamura

Herbert G. and Shirley A.
Davis Named Grant

Herbert G. Davis

Fred A. and Jean C. Dix
Named Grant

George Robert Bole
Rebecca L. Griffin

In memory of Fred A.
Dix Jr.

Robert H. Dott Sr.
Memorial Award

Michael Ipui Emang

Jean G. Funkhouser
Memorial Grant

Edward G. Dobrick
In memory of Jean
Funkhouser

Thomas Barron Howes
In memory of Jean
Funkhouser

John E. Kilkenny 
Memorial Grant

Grosvenor Brown
In memory of John
Kilkenny

Peter W. Gester 
Memorial Grant

John H. Silcox
In honor of Jack C.
Threet

Robert K. Goldhammer
Memorial Grant

Andrei Belopolsky
Jennifer Lynn Burton
Gareth Edwin Cross
Andrew Simon Pepper

Merrill W. Haas 
Memorial Grant

James Harrison Davis
In memory of Merrill
Haas

R.E. McAdams 
Memorial Grant

Joseph N. Gittelman
In memory of Bobbye
Forest

Virgil John Kennedy
In memory of R.E.
McAdams

Cullen R. Thompson
In memory of Jim
“Rulie” Taylor

Arthur A. Meyerhoff
Memorial Grant

Walter Lewellyn Youngquist
In memory of Arthur A.
Meyerhoff

Gretchen Nakayama
Memorial Grant

Peter Schwans

Ohio Geological Society
Named Grant

Forman Energy
In memory of Richard

“Dick” Stollar
Ohio Geological Society

In memory of Richard
“Dick” Stollar

Steven Paul Zody

L. Austin Weeks
Memorial Undergraduate

Grant Fund
Jean K. Stoneburner

Weimer Family Grant
Chris A. Oglesby

In memory of Jack
Parker

Sherman A. Wengerd
Memorial Grant

Walter Lewellyn Youngquist
In memory of Sherman
Wengerd

David Worthington Family
Grant

Roger G. Baker

K-12 Fund
William Anthony Ambrose
Steve K. Anna
John William Bedford
Walter Paul Buckthal

In memory of Guy
Wayne Leach

Kim Robert Butler
Nancy Barnard Cafiero

In memory of Howard
Cox

Eleanor Thompson Caldwell
James Anthony Carpenter
Terry R. Carter
Eric James Casazza
Gregory James Cave
Marilyn Taggi Cisar
Robert A. Cushman Jr.
Michael A. Danahy
Steven Laurance Davidson
Robert A. Doak Jr.
Matthew Franey
James Philip Frymire
David Hendrix Glenn

In honor of Larry
Funkhouser

Augusta Era Golian P.G.
Jennifer Joan Goodwin
Patrick Thomas Gordon
Edmund Richard Gustason
Harold W. Hanke
Andrew S. Harper
Ross W. Hinton

In memory of Charles A.
Hinton

Steven D. Jones
Stephen Thomas Knapp
Marc A. Lawrence
Jack David Lynn
Paula Louise MacRae
Bill G. Mallin
Kenneth Mark Mallon
Stephen Robert McGinn

In memory of Henry
Linder

Jere W. McKenny
Walter W. McMahan Jr.
Fred C. Meendsen
Thomas Ory Meyer
Johanna Jurgens Moutoux
Arthur C. Mullenax
Ronald Franklin Nichols
Peggy S. Pogue
Carl Buckner Rexroad
John Joseph Schneider
Jerry P. Siok
Anthony Edgar Stephenson
Erika Syba
David Lowell Tett
Jon Louis Thompson
Linda Joyce Tollefson
Karla E. Tucker
Richard Hensler Voris
Robert William Waring
Stephen P. Weiner

In honor of Mark
Pospisil

Richard V. Wheeler
In memory of John M.
Wheeler

Robert Dean Williams
Steven John Williams
John Cochran Worley
Gordon K. Yahney

Pratt BULLETIN
Endowment Fund

Ernest George Pratt

Public Service Fund
James A. Gibbs

In memory of Donald
Towse

Hugh Looney 
Excellence Fund

John Michael Widmier
In memory of Hugh
Looney

Publication Pipeline Fund
Anadarko Petroleum Corp.

In honor of Raymond
Sorenson

Samson

E.F. Reid
Scouting Endowment

Fund
Mary Elizabeth Dowse

In memory of E.F. “Bud”
Reid

Robert James Hindle
In memory of Gene Barr

Eugene Claude Tripp
In memory of E.F. “Bud”
Reid

Visiting Geologist Fund
David Henry Suek
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Foundation Donors
The names that appear here are of those who have

made donations to the AAPG Foundation in the past
month – predominately through adding some additional
monies on their annual dues statement.

To these people, and to those who have generously
made donations in the past, we sincerely thank you.

with your gifts, the  AAPG Foundation will continue its
stewardship for the betterment of the science and the
profession of petroleum geology.

The AAPG Foundation Trustees
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By PETER R. ROSE
AAPG Advisory Council Chair

As a professional society that wishes
to select its officers in a dignified way,
free from the raucous traditions of
secular partisan politics, AAPG entrusts
the evaluation of possible nominees for
elective office to its Advisory Council
(AC) and Executive Committee (EC).

AAPG members can know that all
officer candidates listed on the official
ballot have been privately vetted – their
strengths and weaknesses, pros and
cons, discussed and assessed in
comparison with other potential

nominees – in the formal process by
which their representatives on the AC
recommend, and on the EC, approve,
the annual list of official candidates for
AAPG office.

Accordingly, during the “campaign
year” AAPG voters are routinely
presented with only candidates’
experience, qualifications, AAPG service
records and short personal essays as to
why candidates accepted the
nomination for AAPG office.

AAPG’s Bylaws allow any Active
member to run for elective office as a
petition candidate, in opposition to the
two candidates regularly selected by the
AC and the EC. For 31 years following
the approval of AAPG’s Constitution and
Bylaws in 1970, no one sought office as
a petition candidate. Since 2001,
however, there have been four petition
candidates.

With this experience, the AC
leadership feels that it is timely to review
the process.

This is not written in response to the
election result just realized. 

*   *   *

Current election rules are perceived
to provide a petition candidate with two
advantages:

✓ First, he/she is able to “cherry-pick”
– that is, to appraise his/her already-
announced opponents before deciding
whether to run against them.

✓ Second, to bypass the vetting
process of the AC and EC. 

AAPG members who agree to run for
office are making substantial personal
sacrifices in time, money and family
obligations. Depending on the office,
successful candidates have necessarily
committed to one to five years of
service, which commonly consumes 20
percent to 100 percent of the officers’
annual time, beyond their regular jobs. It
is a lot to ask of any AAPG member.

Unsuccessful candidates spend
nearly a year in the vain pursuit of a
volunteer AAPG office. Losing is no fun.
But now consider the situation of two
nominees whose official candidacies
have been announced, and who learn a
month or so afterward that a third
candidate, nominated by petition, has
entered the contest.

Three important changes have
occurred:

BECAUSE YOU 
NEED TO FOCUS ON 
GETTING BETTER, 
NOT PAYING BILLS.

THE GEOCARE BENEFITS IN-HOSPITAL PLAN. IT CAN PAY YOU UP TO $200 FOR EVERY DAY YOU SPEND IN

THE HOSPITAL. These days, the cost of medical care can be formidable. If you or a family member are

hospitalized, your out-of-pocket expenses could run into the thousands of dollars, even if you’re only

hospitalized for a few days. Plus, there’s the cost of travel, meals and missed work. The In-Hospital Plan can

pay you up to $200 a day, every day you’re hospitalized, to use however you’d like. And, there are added

benefits if you are hospitalized due to cancer or an accident or in the hospital’s ICU or coronary unit.

DON’T LET THE HIGH COST OF HOSPITAL CARE TAKE MONEY OUT OF YOUR POCKET. GET THE AFFORDABLE

COVERAGE OF THE GEOCARE BENEFITS IN-HOSPITAL PLAN. CALL 1-800-337-3140 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT 

WWW.GEOCAREBENEFITS.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

GeoCare Benefits In-Hospital Insurance Plan, P.O. Box 9006, Phoenix,

AZ 85068, Email: geocarebenefits@agia.com. The In-Hospital Plan is

underwritten by Monumental Life Insurance Co. (Baltimore, MD).

Some exclusions and limitations may apply.

335753

Petition Candidacy
Rules Under Study
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continued on next page

UP TO 90 SECTIONS OF DRILLABLE GAS IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE

RESERVES 1.25 TO 2.5 BCF PER WELLAVERAGE RESERVES 1.75 BCF PER WELL

PROVEN, UNDEVELOPED & PROB. UNDEV. AT DEPTHS UNDER 3500 FT.

NUMBERS ARE BASED ON GOOD GEOLOGY & HARD ENGINEERING DATA

UP TO 100 % WI AVAILABLE WITH 80% NRI - INQUIRIES ABOUT LESS THAN 100% WI

WILL BE CONSIDERED - NEW 3 YEAR LEASES

BEST FOR HORIZONTAL DRILLING, BUT SUITABLE FOR VERTICAL COMPLETIONS

LANDS ARE REASONABLY CONTIGUOUS - OPERATING AREA IS NEAR OILFIELD SERVICES

EASY AREA FOR OPERATIONS; LOW DAMAGES; CAN QUICKLY READY TO DRILL

CASH ON CLOSING. 10% RESERVE WILL BE RETAINED IN ESCROW FOR ANY

SUBSEQUENTLY DISCOVERED TITLE PROBLEMS - NO BROKERS  - QUALIFIED PROS ONLY

CALL LEASING ASSOCIATES AT 806-679-7387 IF INTERESTED



1. The odds of winning have now
changed, from roughly one in two to
about one in three.

2. Withdrawing from the race, even
though it might be entirely rational, is
awkward and likely to be perceived
negatively.

3. The contest has inescapably
become more partisan.

Most AAPG leaders do not wish to do
away with the right of members to run as
petition candidates – the convention can
provide a useful remedy. But most
members:

✓ Want candidates who have broad-
based support within the Association.

✓ Want to be sure that no candidate
has an unfair advantage over another.

✓ Want all AAPG voters to be as fully
informed as possible.

✓ Want candidates who are not
playing out personal agendas on an
AAPG stage. 

*   *   *

So how can we achieve such
common-sense goals, while retaining the
desirable right of all Active members to
seek elective office as a petition
candidate?

What kinds of Bylaws amendments
and changes to election policy would
accomplish these aims?

In the article on this page are
suggestions for reforming AAPG’s
petition candidacy process. Many
emerged during a session at AAPG’s
Leadership Conference in Galveston,
Texas, chaired by Steve Sonnenberg,
titled, “Commonsense Modifications to
AAPG’s Election Procedures.”

There may be some overlap among
them, and some may be unnecessary or
even undesirable. Most would require
amending AAPG’s Bylaws. They are
reviewed here in the interest of
stimulating thoughtful discussion among
AAPG members, who are urged to
provide timely input to their Advisory
Council representatives or officers so as
to assist the AC as it develops Bylaws
recommendations this fall for the House
of Delegates and Executive Committee
to consider for submittal to the House
next April at the 2007 Annual Convention
in Long Beach, Calif.

The 2006-07 Advisory Council will be
pondering such issues as it considers
AAPG election policy this summer and
fall. I invite input from all interested
members to contact me at: Peter R.
Rose, Chair, Advisory Council, 3405
Glenview Ave., Austin, Texas 78703; or
e-mail to prose@roseassoc.com.   ❏

Precision. Strength. Reliability.

The XMACSM F1 high-performance acoustic logging service from Baker Atlas 

is not only the most accurate in the industry – but now logs even faster.

Only one logging pass is needed to acquire monopole, dipole and cross-dipole

data – and depth corrections between runs are not required.

And with a compressional strength of 45,000 pounds, we can log even your most

complex wells pipe conveyed.

You can better evaluate your reservoir, reduce your risk and maximize your 

hydrocarbon recovery while saving valuable rig time by choosing the best acoustic 

logging service in the industry – XMAC F1.

T h e  B E S T  C h o i c e
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1. Goal: Broad-Based Support for
Petition Candidates.

The number of signatures required to
qualify as a petition candidate should
be more than the 50 now specified, and
at least 50 percent should come from
several other Sections or Regions.

2. Goal: No Perceived Advantage for
Petition Candidates Over Official
Candidates.

In order to run as a Petition
Candidate, a member must have:

✓ Applied to the Advisory Council
(AC) to be nominated for a specific
office.

✓ Inquired of and been informed by

the president that he/she had not been
officially nominated.

✓ Obtained the necessary petition
signatures during a 30-day period
following the close of official
nominations, during which the names of
all official nominees are kept strictly
confidential.

3. Goal: AAPG Voters Should Be
Well-Informed About Possible
Candidates.

The term “Petition Candidate” will
appear in all official AAPG election
materials referring to such a candidate,
including ballots.

4. Goal: Candidates Should Not Have
Prevailing Personal or Partisan
Agendas.

Petition candidates must gather all
endorsing signatures personally. In
order to prevent the appearance of a
conflict of interest or other impropriety in
the Executive Committee or Advisory
Council, EC and AC members may not
themselves run as petition candidates
against those they have participated in
nominating, nor may they solicit
signatures for or publicly support a
petition candidate running against EC-
approved candidates they have
participated in nominating.  

– PETER R. ROSE

Suggestions – Comments Invited
continued from previous page



“AAPG” and Global Warming
It was frustrating to me, as I read the

June Readers’ Forum, to see the letters
concerning the name of our organization
and the stance the AAPG has taken on
global warming.

Apparently, many non-Americans feel
that AAPG should change its name by, at
least, dropping “American,” because the
name is unacceptable in some parts of
the world due to “a very narrow-minded
government.”

I, for one, am tired of people decrying
America – or, worse yet, apologizing for
America to the rest of the world. I am
proud of being an American geoscientist
and of the rich heritage that has made the
AAPG such an outstanding organization.

How far shall we go to appeal to every
geoscientist in the world? Free

membership? Application-free
membership? Making the permanent
home of AAPG in some anti-American
stronghold such as Paris or Teheran?
Banning American membership?

Before we make changes to this
organization to appeal to “narrow-
minded” internationalists, let us carefully
examine what we are losing by making
these changes. Is it worth increasing our
membership if we have to show we’re
ashamed to be American?

In fact, I believe the AAPG should
serve to strengthen America’s reputation

abroad by retaining its name and
continuing to be such a strong scientific
organization.

As for the issue of global warming, I
notice that usually it’s writers from outside
the oil community who are upset with the
AAPG’s political stance. The AAPG is part
of and helps to sustain the oil and gas
industry. I believe it to be the foremost
scientific organization in the industry to
comment on global warming, an issue
which greatly involves the industry.

I am proud of the AAPG for taking an
open-minded approach to the

examination of anthropogenic causes of
global warming. Despite the obvious
political stance of the left that humans are
destroying the world, we must be sure
that global warming is not a natural,
cyclical phenomenon before we take
draconian measures to prevent further
global warming.

The study of global warming and its
causes must be taken up by objective,
scientific organizations throughout the
world, not by politicians of the third world
and of the left who see this as an
opportunity to further their causes. I am
glad the AAPG is one such objective and
scientific organization.

Am I alone in being proud of the
AAPG as it stands? I think not!

Ron McWhorter
Spring, Texas

I commend AAPG for its award to
Michael Crichton despite the protests
from James Evans and Steven Boyer
(June “Readers’ Forum”), both full of
passionate intensity rather than rational
argument. Page-turners like Crichton’s
encourage public interest in earth
science; education follows interest.

On May 31, dozens of Washington,
D.C., demonstrators demanded
immediate resignations from the heads of
NOAA and the National Hurricane Center
for daring to doubt a supposed link
between severe storms and global
warming (GW). Although these particular
protesters were non-violent (this time),
Crichton’s novel rightly warns against just
such hyper-green evangelists.

Evans and Boyer imply that AAPG
members already have been told “all we
need to know.” Lacking appropriate
“expertise,” geologists must gratefully
and humbly accept the latest version of
whatever our climate modeling
colleagues have definitively proved. For
AAPG, “pronouncements on global
warming … represents (sic) malpractice”
(Boyer). If such certainty is assured, there
seems little point in funding further GW
research and AGU should cancel their
conference on “Global Warming, the Next
Ice Age and Climate Prediction
Uncertainties.”

AAPG has never been a “lobbying
group for the energy industry,” (Evans),
nor a “petroleum industry lobbying arm”
(Boyer). Despite Hollywood stereotypes,
the petroleum industry geoscientists I
know are hard-working, dedicated
individuals, committed to finding and
producing hydrocarbons efficiently, safely
and with minimal environmental impact
and some of the finest persons I have
ever known. One friend uses limited
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Editor’s note: Letters to the editor should include your name and address and
should be mailed to Readers’ Forum, c/o AAPG EXPLORER, P.O. Box 979, Tulsa,
Okla. 74101; or fax (918) 560-2636; or e-mail to forum@aapg.org. Letters may be
edited or held due to space restrictions.

continued on next page

We Want to be Your Unconventional Resource!

• Coal

• Coalbed Methane

• Energy Economics and Technology

• Gas Hydrates

• Gas Shales

• Geospatial Information

• Geothermal Energy

• Oil Sands

• Oil Shale 

• Uranium

COME JOIN US AT http://EMD.AAPG.ORG



Details & registration:
www.cosseygeo.com

or email: cosseygeo@aol.com
or call +1 (970) 385 4800

2006 COURSES
• Deepwater Reservoirs:
An Integrated Course and
Field Seminar
• October 9 - 13, 2006
• Tabernas and Sorbas Basins,
Spain
• $2,400.00 per person
• Includes tuition, ground
transport, guidebook, lunches

• Deepwater Clastics
• August 2-4, 2006
• Durango, Colorado
• $1,100.00 per person
• Includes course notes, CD
and lunches

vacation time to drill water wells for
impoverished Third World villagers. Other
AAPG members provide for the vital
transportation, heating and cooling needs
of the entire world, including professors
and protestors flying to forums and
driving to demonstrations.

This may not be common knowledge
in Bowling Green and Tacoma, but in
Houston we know better.

David J. Hall
The Woodlands, Texas

I was astounded by the letters from
members James E. Evans and Steven
Boyer. I was not surprised to learn that
they are teaching in some capacity at
“schools of learning,” and not working in
our profession.

I have been a geologist for 49 years
and a member of AAPG for 44 years. I
learned in my first freshman geology
course about climate change throughout
geologic time with several glacial periods
with inter-glacial periods in between. The
earth is obviously in an inter-glacial
period. We are all well aware of these
facts.

“Global warming,” as depicted in the
news media and politics, is not
subscribed to by competent scientists. It
is extremely doubtful that human activity
has any effect on the earth’s very slight
warming in the last few centuries. If we
are entering a full-blown inter-glacial
period, there is not anything that anyone
can do about it, and it will not affect
anything for centuries.

AAPG is an international scientific
organization, and not a lobbyist group for
the energy industry, although most of us
work in that industry, hence the name
American Association of PETROLEUM
Geologists. Possibly Evans and Boyer
should join a group that does not depend
on scientific facts. Our members are well-
read, informed citizens and have
expertise in matters of climate change
and anything else in the geologic past.

As to Michael Crichton receiving the
Journalism Award, I think that is
outstanding. His book, State of Fear,
should be read by everyone. It has many
footnotes with an extensive bibliography.
In non-fiction, one should also read two
books by Patrick Michaels, The Satanic
Gases: Clearing The Air About Global
Warming and Meltdown.

Donald Neal Collins
Evergreen, Colo.

I have two questions.
The first, based on the Jim Evans’

letter on global warming (June
EXPLORER), suggesting that any
commentary on GW by the AAPG is akin
to lobbying: As many AAPG members are
employed by petroleum companies,

doesn’t it behoove those members to
illuminate the subject of GW to the extent
that if, through their specialized areas of
study, which includes water temperature,
content, density, evaporation and
resulting sediment erosion and deposition
based on changes thereof, they could
ameliorate or even refute the extremely
severe consequences the more rabid
adherents of GW proclaim are in the
immediate offing, the result would be
more akin to setting the record straight
rather than lobbying as it is the attitude of
extreme GW vocalists that would, if
allowed free rein, bury the oil industry in
Boot Hill, not Capitol Hill?

A quote Jim’s article contained from
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences
suggested “the understanding of climate
change is now sufficiently clear to justify
nations taking prompt action … at
reasonable cost.” I have heard nothing
emanating from the Kyoto Conference
relative to the United States that even
hints at reasonable cost.

Two other quotes, one by President
Bush, the other by the White House – “ …
That an increase in greenhouse gases
caused by humans is contributing to the
problem (GW),” and “Clear evidence of
human influence on the climate system” –
are rather innocuous statements that are
undoubtedly true. Every time a child is
born and each time we breathe we
contribute to GW. The quotes accept a
truth, but in no way quantify the human
contribution. That is the arena of our
doubt.

My second question relates to the
constant usage by the media of the two
words, BIG OIL. I would really like to know
exactly how much oil is produced in the
United States by Shell, BP, Chevron and
Mobil as a percentage to all other
operators. I suspect but don’t really know
that Big Oil is really an independent.

David Callaway
Houston

It’s All in a Name
The May EXPLORER story on coal gas

said about the word methane: “But watch
your language. Those in the know call it
coal seam natural gas. For a lot of
people, methane has a bad connotation.”

For a lot of ignorant and rather
superstitious people, I’d say. Methane is
the simplest of the paraffin series of
hydrocarbons, some of the others being
ethane and propane, which also
commonly occur in crude oils with high
gas/oil ratios.

What’s more, oxygen and nitrogen and
carbon dioxide and sulfur dioxide, to
name the more common ones, are also
“natural” gases, which nobody can deny.
So why has only methane been called
that?

In all likelihood it originated during the
famed Gaslight Era of the 1890s, when
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✓ “Stay engaged.”

✓ “Grassroots-level involvement is
important.”

✓ “Don’t rely on the geoscience
community to fight your fights – each
individual must make it happen.”

Those observations are more
poignant today than they were four years
ago when David was a CSF here in
Washington working for U.S. Rep. J.C.
Watts, R-Okla.

*   *   *

At the recent AAPG Annual
Convention in Houston, the Division of
Professional Affairs and the Government
Affairs Committee agreed that the
Washington office needed a
communication link that was more
consistent with the rapidity that events
were unfolding in Washington.

Last month the AAPG home page
added a GEO-DC link.

Go to www.aapg.org/geoDC. The link
will take members to a menu where they
can check on:

✓ Current Washington events that
impact members.

✓ Action Alerts.
✓ AAPG position papers.
✓ Governmental Affairs Committee

and DPA activities.
There also is a link that permits you to

subscribe to or opt-out of Action Alerts
broadcast messages, plus a feedback
facility “Tell Us What You Think.”

I am pleased that several AAPG
members already have discovered this
link and have provided feedback. Thank
you for your interest.

With this AAPG home page link the
GAC will change its procedure for
broadcasting Action Alerts. Instead of

receiving an Action Alert broadcast with
files attached, AAPG members on the
Action Alert list will receive a short issue-
oriented e-mail containing a link to the
Action Alert page of the AAPG Web site.
The Web site contains all of the
background material, the recommended
action, editable response draft material
and the address of the target
organization where AAPG members can
express their opinions.

The response page provides a direct
e-mail link to the individual office or
agency that is the subject of the Action
Alert. It also permits you to copy the
draft material to your own computer and
send your concerns through your own
server.

*   *   *

Finally, I want to take this opportunity
to introduce David Curtiss once again to
the Washington arena. David will be
providing GEO-DC with support on
legislative issues in addition to his duties
as manager of international strategy and
development/senior adviser to the
director at the Energy and Geoscience
Institute (EGI) at the University of Utah.

He has been with EGI since 1995
developing applied research programs
for the international petroleum industry.
In this effort he works and negotiates
with scientists, companies, foreign
governments and institutes. In 2001 and
2002 he was the American Geological
Institute’s Congressional Science Fellow
working for then-Rep. J.C. Watts Jr.
(retired).

David holds a bachelor of science
(geological sciences) from Wheaton
College; master of earth resource
management from University of South
Carolina; and master of business
administration from the University of
Utah.

(Editor’s note: Don Juckett, head of
AAPG’s Geoscience and Energy Office
in Washington, D.C., can be contacted
at djuckett@aapg.org; (703) 575-8293.)
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Markk yourr Calendarss Now!

  

1stt Annuall AAPGG 

Falll Educationn 
Conferencee 

Houston,, TXX 
Septemberr 11-15,, 2006

  

Focusingg onn Deep-Waterr Exploration
  

Courses will include: 
�� Jurassic-Recent Subsurface Geology — GOM/Caribbean 
�� Pore Pressure Prediction in Practice 
�� Interpretation of 3D Seismic Data 
�� Risk Analysis of Deep-Water Exploration Prospects 
�� Deep-Water Sands — Integrated Stratigraphic Analysis
�� Deep-Water Salt Tectonics 

Tuition for the week is only $1095 for AAPG Members
or $1195 for Non-members*

or $275/day for individual courses 

*(price increases to $1195/1295 respectively after August 14, 2006) 

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION: 
Toll-free (U.S. and Canada) 888-338-3387, or 918-560-2650 

Fax: 918-560-2678; e-mail: educate@aapg.org
Download a registration form at http://www.aapg.org/education/fec.cfm

HOSTED BY THE HILTON HOUSTON WESTCHASE HOTEL
9999 WESTHEIMER ROAD

713-974-1000
FAX: 713-974-6866

SPECIAL AAPG GROUP RATES! 

Washington
from page 33

methane synthesized from coal was used
to light city streets. It was logically called
“synthetic gas.” So when methane was
found underground, was produced by
wells and the science of organic
chemistry was still in its infancy, it was
called “natural gas” to differentiate it from
manufactured methane.

Methane also has some other names.
It’s been called “marsh gas,” which when
ignited by lightning creates “swamp fire.”
And it’s produced in large volumes every
day by cattle in feedlots. A name for that I
will leave to your discretion.

Robert H. Paschall
Bishop, Calif.

Obvious
The April Explorer pointed out some

potential reasons why AAPG membership
isn’t growing globally. However, I’d
suggest the most significant reason is

obvious; it’s the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists.

Many international colleagues I have
spoken to have mentioned that they
thought it was a wholly American
organization.

Jason J. Beall 
Aberdeen, Scotland

The Role of Workstations
Regarding the role of workstations and

geology (February EXPLORER): Thank
you for the article.

Digits are a tool, a way to better
display and systematically represent what
we think of a geoscience problem.
Computers help us see and display how
inaccessible rocks look.

For a better observation, workstations
should be a processing and displaying
tool rather than an “interpretive” tool.
Computers and workstations should not
think for you. They should help see
clearer through the haze of overburden
and noise.

Nazim Louni
Lawrence, Kan.

Forum
from previous page 

Everyone interested in saving
money on their registration for the
upcoming AAPG International
Conference and Exhibition in Perth,
Australia, has an important deadline
coming their way.

Register by Aug. 1 and save as
much as $280 (members) or $330
(non-members) in registration fees.

The Perth international conference
will be held Nov. 5-8 at the Perth
Convention Exhibition Centre. The
theme is “Reunite Gondwana – Realize
the Potential.”

For more information on the meeting
and to register, go online to
www.appg.org/perth/index.cfm.

Save $$$ – Register for Perth by Aug. 1



Colorado School of Mines 
Tenure Track Faculty Positions 
Petroleum Engineering 

The Petroleum Engineering Department at the Colorado
School of Mines is seeking several new faculty members 
with outstanding accomplishments and a passion for 
petroleum engineering teaching and research.  New 
tenure-track faculty positions are open from entry level to
senior faculty positions.  Suitably qualified individuals may
be recommended for an endowed chair appointment. 

The Petroleum Engineering Department is well known as 
a world-class program in petroleum engineering
education and research.  Our department’s current 
growth, combined with plans for future enhancement in all 
facets of the program, enable CSM to provide significant 
new resources, including a new building, to the Petroleum
Engineering Department.  Current faculty members are 
fully engaged with students, industry, government, and
society at both the national and international levels.  New 
opportunities require an expanded staff. 

For a complete job announcement, more information 
about the position and the university, and instructions on 
how to apply, please visit our web site at
www.is.mines.edu/hr/Faculty_Jobs.shtm.  

CSM is an EEO/AA employer. 
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POSITION AVAILABLE

Pine Mountain Oil and Gas, Inc, located in
Abingdon, Virginia, is currently interviewing qualified
applicants for the following position:

Petroleum Geologist

This position will require experience in the
exploration and development of coalbed methane
and conventional/non-conventional reservoirs in the
Appalachian Basin. The position requires strong
subsurface mapping and log analysis skills. It will be
necessary for the qualified applicant to possess
good computer skills with experience in Microsoft
Office and Geographics. Work will be performed in
the office as well as in the field. Some travel may be
necessary.

If interested in this challenging position with a
fast-growing company, send a resume to Manager,
P.O. Box 2136, Abingdon, VA 24212.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND GEOLOGICAL

ENGINEERING
POST DOC/RESEARCH PROFESSOR OF

STRATIGRAPHY/SEDIMENTOLOGY

Applications are invited for a position in the field
of Stratigraphy/Sedimentology at the Post Doctoral
or Research Professor level, depending on
qualifications. This position is funded through the
Chevron Center of Research Excellence (CoRE), an
innovative academic-industry relationship that
promotes world-class research and education.
Please visit our website for more information
(http://www.mines.edu/research/chevrontexaco-ge).
The successful candidate will, as part of a
multidisciplinary team, engage in research focused
on understanding the influence of syn-sedimentary
structure on deepwater sedimentation and
stratigraphy. This position provides an excellent
opportunity for scientific achievement and career
growth in an exceptional setting.

Qualifications: Applicants must have a Ph.D. in
stratigraphy/sedimentology. Preference will be given
to applicants with specialties in outcrop
characterization of deepwater clastic systems and
reservoir modeling. Experience with petroleum-
related research studies and/or petroleum industry
experience would be highly advantageous. The
successful candidate must demonstrate strong
interpersonal and communications abilities, provide
a record of successful collaborative research
experiences, and have a willingness to travel
internationally.

To Apply: Applicants must send a letter of
application, resume, brief statement of professional
goals with an emphasis on research objectives, and
names and addresses of three professional
references to: Ms. Charlie Rourke, Dept of Geology
and Geological Engineering, Colorado School of
Mines, 1516 Illinois Street, Golden, CO 80401.
Review of applications will begin no later than
September 1, 2006.

CSM is an EO/AA employer and is committed to
enhancing the diversity of its campus community.
Women, minorities, veterans, and persons with
disabilities are encouraged to apply.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GEOPHYSICIST ( SEISMIC STRATIGRAPHY)
NEEDED FOR REGIONAL STRATIGRAPHIC AND
STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS AND PROSPECT
GENERATION UTILIZING 2D AND 3D SEISMIC
DATA, ONSHORE U.S. APPLICANTS MUST HAVE
MS IN GEOLOGY AND 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
SEQUENCE STRATIGRAPH AND SEIS-STRAT
INTERPRETATION OF 3D SEISMIC.  MUST HAVE
LEGAL AUTHORITY TO WORK IN THE U.S.  SEND
RESUME/REFERENCES TO HR, ATTN:
GEOPHYSICIST – SEISMIC STRATIGRAPHY,
CHESAPEAKE OPERATING, INC.  P.O. BOX 18128,
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  73154.  EOE

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GEOPHYSICIST – (AVO ANALYSIS) NEEDED
FOR INTERPRETATION OF 3D SEISMIC AND
ASSOCIATED GEOLOGICAL DATA IN
CONJUNCTION WITH PROSPECT GENERATION
AND PRODUCTION MONITORING IN THE
ONSHORE TEXAS GULF COAST AREA.
APPLICANT MUST HAVE MS IN PETROLEUM
GEOSCIENCES OR GEOPHYSICS, AND 2 YEARS
EXPERIENCE PERFORMING STRUCTURAL AND
STRATIGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION OF 3D SEISMIC
DATA, AS WELL AS AVO ANALYSIS AND GATHER
CONDITIONNING.  MUST HAVE LEGAL
AUTHORITY TO WORK IN U.S.  SEND
RESUME/REFERENCES TO:  HR – ATTN: AVO
ANALYSIS, CHESAPEAKE OPERATING, INC.  P.O.
BOX 18128, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  73154  EOE

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GEOPHYSICIST – (SEDIMENTOLOGY) NEEDED
FOR INTEGRATION OF SUBSURFACE AND
SEISMIC DATA, AND PROSPECT GENERATION
ONSHORE U.S.  APPLICANTS MUST HAVE MS IN
GEOPHYSICS AND 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 3D
SEISMIC STRATIGRAPHIC AND STRUCTURAL
INTERPRETATION, SEISMIC ATTRIBUTE ANALYSIS
AND CORE EVALUATION.  MUST HAVE LEGAL
AUTHORITY TO WORK IN THE U.S  SEND
RESUME/REFERENCES TO: HR, ATTN:
GEOPHYSICIST – SEDIMENTOLOGY, CHESAPEAKE
OPERATING, INC, P.O. BOX 18128, OKLAHOMA
CITY, OK  73154 EOE.

FOR SALE

ESTABLISHED BUSINESS FOR SALE

International Sample Library @ Midland – 
formerly Midland Sample Library.  Established in
1947. Have 164,000 wells with 1,183,000,000 well
samples and cores stored in 17 buildings from 26
states, Mexico, Canada and offshore Australia. We
also have a geological supply inventory.

Phone: (817) 461-0408    Fax: (817) 453-1390

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Mudlogging units with easy to learn software.
Very reliable, full featured, portable units. Contact
Automated Mudlogging Systems 
(303) 794-7470     www.mudlogger.com

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOOKS. Rare and out-of-print books and
periodicals on geology and related sciences. Large
stock on all phases of the oil industry, domestic and
foreign covering geology, history, engineering,
logging, geophysics, etc. Catalogs available. The
Hannum Company. Box 1505-B, Ardmore, OK
73402.         info@hannum.cc

WANTED

Want to purchase minerals and other oil/gas
interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver,
CO 80201.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Wanted oil and gas prospects. We pay geologists
plus ORR. Will buy or lease prospects less than
7000 feet. Prefer Rockies. Confidentiality assured.
Bestoso Oil, 2833 N.E. 24th Place, Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida 33305 or EdBestoso@aol.com. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Independent California geologist seeks used oil
library in good condition. Complete AAPG Bulletins,
Monographs, other volumes, SEPM, basin studies.
Please contact Gary at clifton@gbis.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REAL ESTATE – Angel Fire
Resort in northern New Mexico offers a lifestyle that
most people just dream about. You can enjoy skiing,
golf, tennis, hiking, fishing, biking, hunting and more.
Contact Rex Daniels – rex@PruAngelFireRe.com -
DanielsandDanielsRealEstate.com – cell 505-595-
4222 – 800-873-5268.
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Experienced 
Data Processing
Geophysicists Required

www.westerngeco.com
WESTERNGECO IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

We are seeking experienced Data Processing
personnel to join our Seismic Data Processing Center

in Houston and other worldwide locations. 

These positions require a wide knowledge of

geophysical processing, good project and people

management skills and the ability to interact directly

with our clients.

We are looking for experience in all aspects of seismic

data processing with particular emphasis on depth
imaging. WesternGeco is continually evolving our depth imaging

tools, and our processors directly interface with R&E.

Skills required:

• BS or MS in geology, geophysics, 

math or physics

• Minimum 5 years current industry 

seismic data processing experience 

with 3D data sets

• Minimum 2 years Depth Imaging 

experience with land or marine data.

• Practical Seismic Tomography 

experience as used for building 

depth imaging velocity models.

If you meet these criteria, please send a full cv to: RecruitDP@slb.com

We offer a competitive benefits and compensation package and a world-class

training and development program to help you expand your skills in a

challenging and rewarding environment. 

CLASSIFIED ADS

You can reach about 30,000 petroleum
geologists at the lowest per-reader cost in the
world with a classified ad in the EXPLORER.

Ads are at the rate of $2.10 per word, minimum
charge of $42. And, for an additional $50, your ad
can appear on the classified section on the
AAPG web site. Your ad can reach more people
than ever before.

Just write out your ad and send it to us. We will
call you with the word count and cost.  You can
then arrange prepayment. Ads received by the
first of the month will appear in the subsequent
edition.

For further information or assistance, call
Brenda Merideth at (918) 560-2647 or (800) 288-
7636 (Canada and USA).



By RICK FRITZ
AAPG just had its fiscal year’s end

and we are happy to report that we had a
good year financially.

Fiscal year 2005-06 was very
productive and we had numerous
milestones. I thank Pete Rose and his
Executive Committee for their support
and leadership. 

We are looking forward to working with
new president Lee Billingsley and his
Executive Committee: Will Green,
president-elect; John Dolson, vice
president; Randi Martinsen, treasurer;
Michael Party, secretary; Ernie Mancini,
editor; and Larry Jones, chair of the
House of Delegates (page 6).

I also am executive director for the
AAPG Foundation, and I want to thank
Jack Threet and the Foundation Trustees
for their support of programs that help
members and the general public. Jack
Threet is stepping down as chairman of
the Trustees to become the co-chair, with
Larry Funkhouser, of the Foundation
Campaign Committee. Bill Fisher
accepted his election as the new
chairman of the AAPG Foundation
Trustees (see related story, page 36).

*   *   *

During the last three years we have
added a significant number of new
programs, including the Geoscience and
Energy Office in Washington, D.C. (GEO-
DC), and several new conferences. This
year we plan to focus on improving the
products and services we already
provide.

One of the goals set by new AAPG
President Billingsley this year is to update
the numerous position papers developed
over the past few years by the Division of
Professional Affairs Governmental Affairs
Committee and approved by the
Executive Committee and the boards for
the three AAPG Divisions. This year we
will be asking for member comments as
we update the papers.

The first position paper that we will
review is global climate change (see
related story. page 4). In Washington,
D.C., and elsewhere AAPG is often asked
its position. The recent debate about
AAPG’s Journalism Award to Michael
Crichton for writing Jurassic Park and
State of Fear sparked a healthy debate
inside and outside of AAPG.

AAPG, through DPA, has established
a comprehensive position paper on
global climate based on sound science.
AAPG members have the unique ability
to place global climate change in the
context of geologic history. Admittedly,
most geologists are not experts in
climate, but many are experts concerning
the environs and climates in the strata
they are working. There are a few who do
work on global climate change and
provide excellent scientific data.

Timing is another factor that needs to
be considered. The reality is that
hydrocarbon usage probably is a
temporary phenomena in the world’s
history. In the next 100 years
hydrocarbon usage should plateau
unless we are able to tap the huge
resources trapped in methane hydrates.
What will the anthropogenic effect be
during those years and what will happen
when we decrease usage over time?

As a result of these discussions,
AAPG is considering a conference in the
future on global climate change.

*   *   *

Another area for discussion is
reserves evaluation. AAPG and the
Division of Professional Affairs are in the
process of developing courses for
reserves evaluation. A conference on
“Reserves and Resources” is planned in
Washington, D.C., in the spring of 2007,
held jointly with several sister societies. 

*   *   *

There are a number of other position
papers that will be reviewed this year.
These include:

✓ United States and Canadian Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf Resources.

✓ Preservation of Geological and
Geophysical Data.

✓ Licensure.
✓ National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska

Access.
✓ Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

Access.
✓ United States National Energy

Supply.
✓ U.S. Land Withdrawals.
✓ Tax Reform.
✓ Natural Gas Supply Concerns.
✓ Reformation of the Endangered

Species Act.
✓ Reformation of the Clean Water Act

– Wetlands Access.
✓ Offshore OCS Access.
✓ Research and Development Needs

of the Domestic Petroleum Industry in the
21st Century.

The current papers are available at
www.aapg.org. We will establish a
response area on the Web as each paper
is reviewed.

We welcome your future input.

*   *   *

Clearly, this is going to be another
busy year, and we are excited about the
opportunties.

Happy New Fiscal Year!
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‘Compelling’ Incentives

DPA Adds Reasons to Be Certified
By RICHARD G. GREEN

DPA President
The Division of Professional Affairs

(DPA) represents Certified Petroleum
Geologists and is involved with
professionalism, leadership, ethics,
education and current political matters.
DPA has over 3,100 members and is a
leader in many AAPG efforts, including
our new office in Washington, D.C. (GEO-
DC), and many other initiatives.

We often are asked by non-members
what DPA does for them – or given the
excuse the membership forms are too
time-consuming to complete.

I can now say we have several new
and compelling reasons to join.

❐ If you are a licensed geoscientist in
Alabama, Texas, Kansas or any other
state that requires professional
development hours (PDH) or continuing
education (CEU), DPA has a new
category of membership termed Board
Certified Geologist, which also requires
these hours.

Soon we will have a form online at the
AAPG Web site available to all DPA
members to track activities that qualify for
these hours. With this easy-to-use form,
DPA member geoscientists can keep
track of pertinent educational activities.
Members can then apply to DPA for
Board Certified Status, or forward this
form to applicable state licensing boards.

We currently are “beta-testing” this
product, and Rick Ericksen has
submitted this form to the Licensing

Board in Texas for its review.
We especially invite AAPG members

who are not DPA members but who are
licensed in states requiring continuing
education to join the DPA and take
advantage of this service.

To speed the process, Mike Party led
an initiative to simplify our membership
application form. Those are now
available – and they should help qualified
geologists more easily join our division. 

❐ For the last several years DPA has
provided seminars on topical subjects at
the annual conventions. We recognize
the need for AAPG and DPA to fill training
and continuing education voids in the
industry, and soon we will offer courses
on a variety of technical subjects at
AAPG Section meetings with reduced
prices for DPA members.

DPA realizes members have time
constraints at the annual convention, and
we hope that by moving some technical
training courses to the Section meetings
we can provide another tangible benefit
to membership at locales closer to home.

We will continue to have DPA
sponsored seminars at the annual and
international conventions, and we’re
proud to have Scott Tinker delivering his
presentation on ethics this fall in Perth,
Australia, at the upcoming International
Convention and Exhibition.

❐ I urge all of you to read “Washington
Watch,” which is Don Juckett’s monthly
column in the EXPLORER concerning our

GEO-DC office. (This month see page 33.)
Events in Washington directly affect

our industry, AAPG membership and
potentially your job, whether you work in
the United States or internationally.

At this writing, U.S. politicians are
again practicing demagoguery about
gasoline prices while pretending the
adverse atmosphere they created is not a
major factor in the problem. DPA is
presenting our AAPG position papers
and stressing support for:

✓ Access for drilling in an
environmentally sound manner.

✓ Common sense environmental
regulation.

✓ Funding for geologic and
engineering education and inclusion of
geologic history concerning global
temperatures, CO2 and climate change in
the models used to predict the future

(incredibly this is not done today in the
computer models).

Don is doing an excellent job of
keeping AAPG informed on pending
legislation and allowing AAPG to provide
accurate scientific data to our elected
representatives and other interested
parties.

If you are interested in political issues
and agree or disagree with our positions,
then join DPA and get involved. In our
cyclical petroleum industry, many jobs
have been lost due to apathy by
geologists who chose not to get involved
locally, nationally and politically. DPA will
not be apathetic during this business
cycle, and we will advocate for your
profession.

We also will work closely with Don,
and I look forward to this year serving
DPA as your president. 

*   *   *

Finally, I want to thank Deborah
Sacrey, DPA’s immediate past president,
for working with me during the learning
process that is the president-elect job. I
intend to work closely with new
president-elect Tom Ewing to keep our
many initiatives moving forward during
the coming year.

Please contact me with any DPA
issues, questions or concerns you may
have during this year at 4600 Greenville
Avenue, Suite 160, Dallas, Texas 75206;
or by e-mail to Rgreen@LaRocheltd.com.

❏

This year we plan to focus on improving
the products and services we already
provide.
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Q-Land� technology has brought about a revolution in onshore seismic imaging. 
It is being used today to provide unequalled imaging solutions. 

The exceptionally clean Q-Land prestack data can be leveraged throughout the asset life cycle, 
from acquiring rapid and cost-effective surveys for exploration through to acquiring the highest
possible resolution data for reservoir characterization and production monitoring.

� Industry-leading high-channel-count point-receiver recording to optimally sample signal and noise
� Unique Digital Group Forming technology to consistently provide clean prestack data  
� Integrated acquisition and processing to provide reliable imaging as acquisition progresses

Visit www.westerngeco.com/Q-Land

Precision

Imaging

Q-Land

Q-Land — delivering today
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